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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I consider it necessary to call to your attention a situ-
ation which confronts one of the projects for which ap-
plication may be made under the National Recovery Act.
I refer to an institution to provide accommodations for the
criminal insane. A commission, appointed under chapter
8 of the Resolves of 1932, consisting of the Commissioner
of Correction, the Commissioner of Mental Diseases, and
the Chairman of the Commission on Administration and
Finance, submitted a report to the General Court in
December suggesting the advisability of providing an
independent institution for the housing of the criminal
insane instead of continuing the present provision made
for their care at the Bridgewater State Farm. Inasmuch
as the report made no recommendation for immediate
action, no legislation was considered necessary until a
new building program should be undertaken by the
Commonwealth.

The possibility of obtaining federal funds under the
National Recovery Act has changed this situation. It
may well be that upon mature consideration such su-
pervisory board as may be created to pass upon applica-
tion for federal funds, will consider an institution for the
criminal insane worthy of their approval. They cannot,
however, even consider an application for this project
unless the proposed institution is, on paper at least, in
existence at the time the application is made. In the
case of the proposed hospital for the criminal insane,
there is a suggestion, having the approval of the three
commissioners referred to, that land now belonging to
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the Commonwealth at Norfolk could well be utilized forthe purpose.
I, therefore, recommend the passage of legislation to

establish a Norfolk State Hospital, under the super-
vision of the Department of Mental Diseases, for the
custody and care of insane criminals.
.

1 further recommend the passage of a resolve author-
izing the Commissioner of Correction, at such time as
funds become available, with the approval of the Gover-
nor and Council, to transfer to the Department of Mental
Diseases such land now owned by the Commonwealth at
the Norfolk Prison Colony as may be necessary for the
establishment of the proposed hospital.

I do not wish at this time to advocate any one state
project in preference to any other, but it would be un-
fortunate to have any project which might properly be a
subject for application for funds under the National
Recovery Act, disqualified on any technical ground.

For these reasons, 1 recommend the suggested legis-
lation.

JOSEPH B. ELY.


