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Department of Public Health
ate House, Boston, December 6, 1933.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, section
33, I have the honor to submit herewith such portions of
my annual report for the year 1933 (Pub. Doc. No. 34)
as embody recommendations for legislation, accompanied
by drafts of the bills to cover such recommendations.

Recommendations.

1. Rates at State and County Sanatoria.
For the more effective use of the county and state

tuberculosis sanatoria, the direct charge to cities and
towns should be approximately the same for both types
of institutions. As it is now, the direct charge is greater
in state than in county sanatoria, and for that reason
vacant beds are not used for patients on waiting lists of
county institutions. The effect of this is to deprive them
of treatment they might otherwise obtain. It actually
reduces the state income more than it might have been
with more city and town cases paying a somewhat lower
rate.

The accompanying bill does not state what the direct
charge should be, but leaves this to be determined by the
Department, the purpose being to make more nearly
uniform the charges to municipalities for the care of
tuberculous patients.
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2. Vaccination of Children in Private Schools.
The General Laws at present require smallpox vaccina-

tion of children as a prerequisite to public school attend-
ance. While this has been effective in keeping the inci-
dence of the disease at a figure lower than that of any
other State in the Union, this protection to the community
has come from the enforcement of this provision upon
those who could not afford to go to a private school. This
means, then, that those financially able to attend a private
school can purchase their protection at the expense of
those less favorably situated. The proposed amendment
in extending the compulsory vaccination to include private
schools would provide for equal participation on the part
of all, thus avoiding any suggestion of what may well be
called at present class legislation. In addition, it would
prevent the occasional case of smallpox that occurs from
time to time among children who have evaded or escaped
vaccination through private school attendance.

HENRY D. CHADWICK, M.D
Commissioner of Public Hea


