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Department of Public Welfare

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws, the Department of Pub-
lic Welfare has the honor to submit herewith such parts
of its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 17) as contain recom-
mendations for legislative action.

RICHARD K. CONANT,

€l>c Commonlticaltl) of agassacfmsctts

Commissioner.
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I. Relative to the Interstate Transportation of
Poor and Indigent Persons.

Because States have such different laws in regard to
the length of time during which a person must have
resided to gain a legal settlement, many conflicts arise
between Massachusetts and other States as to which is
responsible for the care of persons who are in need.
Some States require a five-year period of residence,
others a three-year period, and others a one-year period.

In order to settle these disputes and to insure better
care for the families who are affected by them, the Com-
mittee on Interstate Problems of the American Public
Welfare Association is endeavoring to secure the passage
in all States of statutes giving to the state departments
of public welfare the authority to enter into agreements
relative to this matter. These agreements are based upon
a period of residence within and absence from the State.
Law rs similar to the bill here proposed have already been
enacted in New Hampshire, Maine and Connecticut.

In order to make the agreements effective, the duty of
transporting and of receiving families must be centralized
in the state departments of public welfare. If it continues
to be left to each city and town to send persons to cities
and towns in other States, there can be no amicable rela-
tions between the States, and many controversies arise
based upon the action of local boards. For this reason
the bill gives to the state department the authority to
arrange with local boards of public welfare for the ac-
ceptance and support of persons under the reciprocal
agreements made with other States.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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11. Relative to Aid furnished to Certain Poor
Persons.

The Temporary Aid Law, under which the Common-
wealth reimburses cities and towns for aid furnished to
persons with no legal settlement, requires that the cities
and towns shall give five days’ notice to this Department
when they begin to aid a family. This bill proposes to
increase the period of notice from five days to ten days.
This period of ten days has worked satisfactorily in the
case of Mothers’ Aid. This bill would make both laws
consistent with each other in this respect, and we believe
that in operation the result would be more satisfactory.

111. Relative to False Representations to Boards
of Public Welfare.

The law which penalizes a person for making false
representations to a board of public welfare for the sake
of securing aid applies only to written misrepresentations.
It seems desirable to make this law more inclusive and
include any knowing and wilful misrepresentations,
whether written or oral. We recommend that the word
“written” be omitted from the statute.




