
HOUSE 541

By Mr. Bigelow of Brookline (by request), petition of the
Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association relative to tenure of
office of police commissioners, city marshals, chiefs of police and
similar offices. Civil Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four,

An Act providing for the Tenure of Office of Police
Commissioners, Chief and City Marshals, Chiefs of
Police and Other Officials acting in a Similar
Capacity.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All police commissioners, chief and
2 city marshals or chiefs of police and other officials
3 acting in a similar capacity in the several cities or
4 towns in the commonwealth having a population of
5 over five thousand in the last state census, shall
6 hold their office during good behavior.

1 Section 2. Said police commissioners, chief and
2 city marshals, chiefs of police and other officials
3 acting in a similar capacity, may be removed by a
4 majority of the justices of the supreme judicial court
5 upon a bill or petition or other process, upon a
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G summary hearing or otherwise, if sufficient cause is
7 shown therefor, and it appears the public good so
8 requires.

1 Section 3. This act shall apply to the offices of
2 police commissioners, chief and city marshals, chiefs
3 of police and other officials acting in a similar ca-
-4 pacity who have held such offices for a period of two
5 years before the passage of this act, in the cities or
6 towns wherein they now hold such office.

1 Section 4. All vacancies occurring in such offices
2 shall be filled in the manner provided by law in the
3 several cities and towns of the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.


