
By Mr. Bigelow of Brookline (by request), petition of Herbert
Parker and others for adoption of resolutions declaring the proposed
amendment to the Constitution of the United States relative to the
labor of persons under eighteen years of age no longer pending before
the Genera! Court. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four

Resolutions declaring that a Proposed Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States relative to the
Labor of Persons under Eighteen Years of Age is
No Longer Pending before the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts.

1 Whereas, The sixty-eighth congress, by both houses,
2 passed the following joint resolution, to wit:

3 Joint Resolution Proposing an Amendment to

4 the Constitution of the United States.

5 Resolved by the senate and house of representa-
-6 tives of the United States of America in congress
7 assembled (two thirds of each house concurring
8 therein), that the following article is proposed as an
9 amendment to the constitution of the United States,

10 which, when ratified by the legislatures of three
11 fourths of the several states, shall be valid to all
12 intents and purposes as a part of the constitution:
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13 ARTICLE

14 Section 1. That congress shall have power to
15 limit, regulate, and prohibit the labor of persons
16 under eighteen years of age.
17 Section 2. The power of the several states is un-
-18 impaired by this article except that the operation of
19 state laws shall be suspended to the extent necessary
20 to give effect to legislation enacted by the congress.
21 Whereas, By chapter five hundred and nine of the
22 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four it was
23 enacted that there should be submitted to all the
24 voters of the commonwealth at the following state
25 election the question whether it was desirable that
26 said proposed amendment should be ratified by the
27 general court; and
28 Whereas, At the state election on November four,
29 nineteen hundred and twenty-four, the voters of
30 the commonwealth, by a vote of six hundred and
31 ninety-seven thousand five hundred and sixty-three
32 against to two hundred and forty-one thousand four
33 hundred and sixty-one in favor of ratification of
34 said proposed amendment, expressed their opinion
35 to be that said proposed amendment should not be
36 so ratified; and
37 Whereas, On February sixteen, nineteen hundred
38 and twenty-five, the senate, by a roll call vote of
39 thirty-three to one, and on February nineteen, nine-
-40 teen hundred and twenty-five, the house of repre-
-41 sentatives, by a roll call vote of two hundred and
42 four to nine, voted to reject said proposed amend-
-43 ment, and said votes have been certified to the sec-
-44 retary of state for the United States; and
45 Whereas, Prior to the year nineteen hundred and
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46 thirty-three said proposed amendment had been
47 rejected by both houses of the legislatures of twenty-
-48 six states and by one house of the legislatures of
49 nine other states.
50 Resolved, That said proposed amendment is not
51 now pending before or capable of being ratified by
52 the legislature of Massachusetts, because said legis-
-53 lature, by both houses, has heretofore acted on the
54 proposal by voting to reject it, because the proposal
55 has been rejected by the legislatures of a large ma-
-56 jority of the states, and because more than a reason-
-57 able time has elapsed since the amendment was
58 proposed by the congress.
59 Resolved, That certified copies of the foregoing
60 preamble and resolution be forwarded by the gov-
-61 ernor to the secretaries of state for other states which
62 have not heretofore ratified said proposed amendment.




