
HOUSE 632

By Messrs. Tuttle and Parker of Framingham (by request), peti-
tion of Richard H. Long for legislation to regulate purchase or estab-
lishment of gas or electric plants by municipalities. Power and
Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act regulating the Purchase or Establishment of
Municipal Gas and Electric Plants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-five of chapter one
2 hundred and sixty-four of the General Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the second line the words
4 “two thirds” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 majority, so as to read as follows: Section 35.
6 A city shall not acquire such a plant until authorized
7 by a majority vote of its city council, or of a majority
8 of the commissioners if the city government consists
9 of a commission, passed in each of two consecutive

10 municipal years and thereafter ratified by a majority
11 of the voters at an annual or special city election. If
12 such a vote is not ratified, no similar vote shall be sub-
-13 mitted for ratification within one year thereafter.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-six of said chapter one
2 hundred and sixty-four is hereby amended by striking

C?)c Commontueald) of Massachusetts



[Jan. 1934.HOUSE No. 632.

3 out in the second line the words “two thirds” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: majority,—
5 so as to read as follows: Section 36. A town shall
6 not acquire such a plant until authorized by a majority
7 vote, taken by ballot with the use of the voting list, at
8 each of two town meetings called therefor and held at
9 intervals of not less than two nor more than thirteen

10 months. If the first of such votes is favorable and the
11 second unfavorable, or if both such votes are unfavor-
-12 able, no similar vote shall be passed within two years
13 thereafter

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and sixty-
-2 four is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section forty-three the following new section:
4 Section J+3A. A town which votes to establish a
5 municipal gas or electric plant may also vote that
6 within sixty days from notice of the final vote re-
-7 quired by sections thirty-five or thirty-six to a person
8 or municipality engaged at the time of the first vote
9 required by said sections thirty-five or thirty-six in

10 generating gas or electricity for sale for lighting pur-
-11 poses in such town shall file with the city or town clerk
12 a statement whether a sale is acceptable and the price
13 at which it will sell its property within such town. If
14 the price named is unsatisfactory to the towm or if
15 no such statement is filed then such town may by a
16 majority vote of its city council or by a majority vote
17 of the next annual town meeting or at a special town
18 meeting called for the puipose vote to construct and
19 maintain its own lighting plant, provided that such
20 vote shall not be had before the expiration of sixty
21 days after the time allowed for the filing of said state-
-22 ment.


