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By Mr. Williams of Wellesley (by request), petition of Richard W.
Hale and another that in criminal cases questions of law arising in
the courts be determined by the Supreme Judicial Court. Judiciary
(Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act to provide that in Criminal Cases Questions of
Law Arising in Any Court of the Commonwealth may
be Determined in the Supreme Judicial Court for the
Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 eight of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-3 serting after section thirty the following new section:
4 Section 30A. In any criminal case in any court in
5 the commonwealth the court at any time may cer-
-6 tify to the supreme judicial court for the common-
-7 wealth any questions or propositions of law concern-
-8 ing which instructions are desired for the proper de-
-9 cision of the cause; and thereupon the supreme ju-

-10 dicial court for the commonwealth may in its discre-
-11 tion give binding instructions on the questions and
12 propositions certified of may in its discretion require
13 the whole record in the cause to be sent up for its
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14 consideration, and thereupon shall decide the whole
15 matter in controversy in the same manner as if it
16 had been brought there by appeal, exceptions, or
17 report.

1 Section 2. Said chapter two hundred and seventy-
-2 eight is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 said section thirty A the following new section:
4 Section SOB. In any criminal case in any court in
5 the commonwealth it shall be competent for the
6 supreme judicial court for the commonwealth upon
7 the petition of any party thereto to require by cer-
-8 tiorari either before or after a judgment or decree by
9 such court that the cause be certified to the supreme

10 judicial court for the commonwealth for determina-
-11 tion by it with the same power and authority and
12 with like effect as if the cause had been brought there
13 by appeal, upon exceptions, or by report.


