
HOUSE 741

By Mr. Carney of New Bedford (by request), petition of Arthur
N. Harriman for legislation to limit and regulate the solicitation
of bills and accounts contracted for necessaries of life. Mercantile
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act to Limit and Regulate the Solicitation of Bills
and Accounts contracted for Necessaries.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose which in part
3 is to protect during the present hard times im-
-4 poverished persons against oppressive collection of
5 bills for necessaries, now, therefore, it is hereby
6 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for
7 the immediate preservation of the public health,
8 safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter ninety-three of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-eight the following new section:
4 Section 28A. No collection agency and no other
5 person shall by personal solicitation, by agent or
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6 by advertising, solicit for collection bills or accounts
7 of less than fifty dollars that have been incurred
8 for necessaries. Any person violating the provisions
9 of this section shall be punished by a fine of not

10 more than one hundred dollars. Upon the convic-
-11 tion of any collection agency or any of its agents
12 of any such violation the bond of such agency
13 shall be cancelled immediately by the state treasurer
14 by written notice to such agency and to the surety
15 upon such bond, which notice shall state that such
16 cancellation becomes effective forthwith. No new
17 bond shall be accepted from any collection agency
18 whose bond has been cancelled under this section
19 until the expiration of six months from the effective
20 date of such cancellation.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


