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entitled 'An Act authorizing the town of Edgartown to withdraw 
from membership in the Martha's Vineyard Commission', be ac
cepted?" If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question 
is in the affirmative, this act shall take effect on July first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-eight, but not otherwise. 

Approved December 21, 1977. 

Chap. 837. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF OAK BLUFFS TO 
WITHDRAW FROM MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARTHA'S 
VINEYARD COMMISSION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The jurisdiction of the Martha's Vineyard Com

mission shall not include the town of Oak Bluffs. Said town shall 
not be represented in the membership of said Commission. 

SECTION 2. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the 
voters of the town of Oak Bluffs at the next annual town election 
to be held in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-eight in the 
form of the following question, which shall be placed upon the 
official ballot at such election: "Shall an act passed by the 
General Court in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, 
entitled 'An Act authorizing the town of Oak Bluffs to withdraw 
from membership in the Martha's Vineyard Commission', be ac
cepted?" If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question 
is in the affirmative, this act shall take effect on July first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-eight, but not otherwise. 

Approved December 21, 1977. 

Chap. 838. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE OPERATION OF 
MOTOR VEHICLES AT STOP AND YIELD SIGNS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 89 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 9, as most recently amended by chapter 479 of the 
acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 9. The department of public works may designate any 
state or other highway or part thereof as a through way and may 
designate intersections or other roadway junctions at which 
vehicular traffic on one or more roadways should stop or yield 
and stop before entering the intersection or junction, and the 
department may, after notice, revoke any such designation. The 
department of public works on any state or other highway or 
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part thereof so designated as a through way shall erect and main
tain stop signs, yield signs and other traffic control devices at 
such designated intersections or junctions. 

The local authorities of a city or town authorized to enact or
dinances or bylaws, or make rules, orders or regulations under 
the provisions of section twenty-two of chapter forty of the 
General Laws may, after approval by the state department of 
public works as provided in section two of chapter eighty-five of 
the General Laws, designate any way or part thereof under the 
control of such city or town as a through way and may designate 
intersections or other roadway junctions at which vehicular traf
fic on one or more roadways shall stop or yield and stop before 
entering the intersection or junction, and may, after notice and 
like approval, revoke any such designation. Such local authorities 
of a city or town having control of any way or part thereof so 
designated as a through way shall erect and maintain stop signs, 
yield signs and other traffic control devices at such designated in
tersections or junctions. 

Except when directed to proceed by a police officer, every 
driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign or a flashing red signal 
indication shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, 
before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, 
or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway 
where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the in
tersecting roadway before entering it. After having stopped, the 
driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle in the intersec
tion or approaching on another roadway so closely as to con
stitute an immediate hazard during the time when such driver is 
moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways. 

The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in obe
dience to such sign slow down to a speed reasonable for the ex
isting conditions and, if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a 
clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the 
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at 
the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a 
view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before 
entering it. After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the 
right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on 
another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard 
during the time such driver is moving across or within the in
tersection or junction of roadways; provided, however, that if 
such a driver is involved in a collision with a vehicle in the in
tersection or junction of roadways, after driving past a yield sign 
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without stopping, such collision shall be deemed prima facie 
evidence of his failure to yield the right of way. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed twenty dollars for each offense. 

Approved December 21, 1977. 

Chap. 839. AN A C T RELATIVE TO STATE POLICE DETECTIVE LIEUTEN
ANT INSPECTOR CHARLES L: BYRNE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the con

trary, Charles L. Byrne, a state police detective lieutenant in
spector who was granted leaves of absences from November 
seventeenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-two to September 
twelfth, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven to serve as a license 
commissioner for the city of Boston, shall upon his return to serv
ice as detective lieutenant inspector, be entitled to all the rights, 
benefits and privileges which he would have received if he had 
served as a detective lieutenant inspector during said period of 
time. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of September twelfth, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-seven. 

Approved December 21, 1977. 

Chap. 840. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH TO CONVEY A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND IN THE 
TOWN OF TEWKSBURY TO THE TOWN OF TEWKSBURY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately facilitate the con
struction of a senior citizens educational drop-in center for the 
elderly in the town of Tewksbury, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva
tion of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The commissioner of public health, acting for and on behalf of 
the commonwealth, is hereby authorized to sell and convey by a 
deed, approved as to form by the attorney general, to the town of 
Tewksbury for a nominal consideration a parcel of land, located 
in said town. Said land shall be used for the purpose of construct
ing and operating a senior citizens educational drop-in center. 
Said center shall be constructed and operated under the direction 


