
HOUSE 1568

House of Representatives, May 31, 1934.

The committee on Military Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No.
274) of John H. Agnew, Erland F. Fish and Arthur A.
Hansen that the Commonwealth be authorized to acquire
certain properties in the towns of Sandwich, Bourne and
Falmouth for military purposes, report the accompanying
bill (House, No. 1568).

For the committee,

J. E. ARNOLD.

Representative Webber of Gloucester dissenting.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act authorizing the Acquisition by the Common-
wealth of Certain Properties in the Towns of Sandwich,
Bourne and Falmouth for Military Purposes.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 cause substantial inconvenience and would hamper
3 the proper training of the military forces of this
4 commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of establishing a
2 military camp grounds or military reservation for
3 the use and training of the military forces of the
4 commonwealth, the armory commissioners, on behalf
5 of the commonwealth, are hereby authorized, with
6 the approval of the governor and council, and at an
7 expense not to exceed, in the aggregate, sixty thou-
-8 sand dollars, including all necessary and appropriate
9 expenses for surveying and examination of title inci-

-10 dental to said purchases and/or takings and for pre-
-11 liminary engineering work, (1) to acquire by purchase
12 from the Coonamessett Ranch Company, a Massachu-
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13 setts corporation incorporated under general law, the
14 real estate in the towns of Sandwich and Bourne now
15 owned by said Coonamessett Ranch Company, and
16 consisting of several parcels comprising in all approxi-
-17 mately eight thousand three hundred and sixty
18 acres, as more explicitly enumerated and described
19 in a list marked “Coonamessett Ranch Company,
20 Schedule A, January 24, 1934”, attached to the plan
21 hereinafter referred to; (2) to take by eminent do-
-22 main, under chapter seventy-nine of the General
23 Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, certain
24 real estate, including rights of way hereinafter
25 referred to, in said towns and in the towns of Fal-
-26 mouth and Mashpee, the boundaries of which, as
27 shown and defined by a red line upon a plan entitled
28 “Proposed Military Reservation”, dated January
29 twenty-four, nineteen hundred and thirty-four,
30 and filed in the office of the adjutant general, are
31 approximately as follows: - Beginning at a cement
32 bound at the southwesterly corner of the Shawme
33 state forest and running in a generally east south-
-34 east direction by the said boundary of said Shawme
35 state forest to a cement bound on the Falmouth-
-36 Sandwich road at the southerly corner of said
37 Shawme state forest; thence running southerly by
38 the said Falmouth-Sandwich road approximately
39 three hundred feet to a stake and stones; thence
40 running westerly along a line parallel with the south-
-41 erly boundary of said Shawme state forest approxi-
-42 mately fifteen hundred feet; thence turning at a
43 right angle and running in a south southwesterly
44 direction about three thousand feet; thence running
45 in a southwesterly direction approximately three
46 thousand feet; thence turning at a slight angle and
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running still in a southwesterly direction approxi-
mately twenty-eight hundred and fifty feet; thence
running in a southerly direction approximately nine-
teen hundred and fifty feet; thence running in a
westerly direction approximately one thousand feet
to the Forestdale-Pocasset road; thence running
south southwesterly approximately fourteen hun-
dred and fifty feet; thence running in a generally
northwesterly direction approximately eight hun-
dred and fifty feet; thence running in a south south-
westerly direction approximately sixty-nine hundred
and seventy-five feet to the southerly boundary of
the property registered by the land court in case
No. 12145; thence running easterly by the southerly
boundary of said registered land approximately
fifty-nine hundred feet to the Falmouth-Sandwich
road; thence running southerly by said road to a
point one thousand feet northeasterly from the
Falmouth-Sandwich-Mashpee town bound; thence
running southeasterly to the Ashumet pond; thence
running southwesterly by said pond approximately
eleven hundred feet; thence running northwesterly
approximately nine hundred and fifty feet to said
Falmouth-Sandwich-Mashpee town bound; thence
running southwesterly by the said Falmouth-Sand-
wich road approximately four thousand feet; thence
turning and running in a due westerly direction ap-
proximately twenty-one hundred feet to the easterly
boundary of the Falmouth airport, so called; thence
running northerly approximately forty-seven hun-
dred feet by the easterly boundary of said Falmouth
airport to the northeasterly corner thereof; thence
running in a due westerly direction approximately
eleven thousand seven hundred feet; thence turning
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81 at a right angle and running in a due northerly direc-
82 tion approximately ten thousand five hundred feet
83 to a point three hundred feet easterly from the
84 easterly bound of the state highway at Station 36672
85 measured on a line at right angles to said highway at
86 said station; thence running in a generally northerly
87 direction upon a line parallel with and at all places
88 three hundred feet easterly from the easterly bound-
89 ary of said highway to Station 16747; and from that
90 point still running northerly on a line parallel with
91 and three hundred feet easterly from the easterly
92 line of a proposed new highway to new bridge over
93 the Cape Cod canal, approximately thirty-seven
94 hundred and fifty feet to a point; thence running
95 north northeasterly approximately forty-nine hun-
96 dred and fifty feet to a stone heap on the westerly
97 boundary of the Shawme state forest approximately
98 five thousand feet from the southwesterly corner
99 thereof; thence running in a southerly direction by

100 the westerly boundary of said Shawme state forest
101 to the point of beginning. As appurtenant to said
102 proposed military reservation there is a right of way
103 over the road known as Ward Swift road, running
104 from Station 36000 of the state highway in a south-
105 easterly direction to said proposed military reserva-
-106 tion, and also a right of way over the road known as
107 the Forestdale-Pocasset road, running easterly from
108 said state highway to said proposed military reserva-
-109 tion; and (3) to take by eminent domain, under
110 chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws, or acquire
111 by purchase or otherwise, such public or private
112 lands, public parks or reservations, or parts thereof
113 or rights therein, and/or public ways, within the
114 limits of said proposed military reservation, as it
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115 may deem necessary for carrying out the provisions
116 of this section; provided, that no damages shall be
117 paid for public lands, parks or reservations so taken.

1 Section 2. Acceptance of this act by said Coona-
-2 messett Ranch Company, as evidenced-by a vote of
3 its board of directors filed in the office of the state
4 secretary, shall constitute a contract between said
5 company and the commonwealth, binding upon said
6 company, by which it agrees to convey good title to
7 said property now owned by it, and to accept pay-
-8 ment therefor, as hereinbefore provided. The pro-
-9 visions of section twenty-seven of chapter twenty-

f the General Laws shall not be applicable toin

11 any contract or agreement entered into by the
12 armory commissioners under authority of this act.

1 Section 3. Upon the acquisition of said property
2 by the armory commissioners as aforesaid, the pro-
-3 visions of sections thirteen to seventeen, inclusive,
4 of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws shall
5 apply to the property so acquired.

1 Section 4. The armory commissioners may grant
2 to telephone, telegraph or electric companies such
3 lands or such rights of way or widenings thereof, or
4 other easements therein, as are necessary for the
5 construction and use or continued use as constructed
6 or with altered construction of hues for the trans-
-7 mission of intelligence by electricity, or the trans-
-8 mission of electricity for light, heat, or power, over,
9 across or under any property acquired under this

10 act; and in case any existing right of way of any
11 such company or any part thereof is altered, relo-
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12 cated or discontinued said commissioners may enter
13 into an agreement or agreements with any such
14 company for the relocation or construction by the
15 company owning such lines upon existing or other
16 locations of parts of the telephone, telegraph or
17 electric lines to take the place of the parts of such
18 lines located upon rights of way so altered, relocated
19 or discontinued. Such agreement or agreements
20 may provide that any such company shall be reim-
-21 bursed by said commissioners on behalf of the com-
-22 monwealth for the expense incurred in such reloca-
-23 tion or reconstruction of its lines.
24 In any claim by any telephone, telegraph or elec-
-25 trie company for damages arising out of the carrying
26 out of any provision of this act such reimbursement
27 and conveyance of a substitute right of way may be
28 shown in mitigation of damages.

1 Section 5. Every contract, agreement or instru-
-2 ment of conveyance entered into under authority
3 hereof shall be approved, as to form, by the attorney
4 general.

1 Section 6. This act shall take mil effect upon its
2 acceptance, on or before June thirtieth in the current
3 year and in the manner hereinbefore set forth, by
4 said Coonamessett Ranch Company.




