
SENATE 59

To accompany the petition of J. Frank Hughes for legislation
relative to the operation of a motor vehicle in a manner constitut-
ing criminal negligence. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to the Operation of a Motor Vehicle
in a Manner constituting Criminal Negligence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-four of chapter ninety of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 one of chapter twenty-six of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-two, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out, in the fourth line, the word “ negli-
-6 gently” and inserting in place thereof the words:
7 in a manner constituting criminal negligence, —so
8 that the first sentence will read as follows: Who-
-9 ever upon any way, or in any place to which the

10 public has a right of access, operates a motor vehicle
11 recklessly, or while under the influence of intoxi-
-12 eating liquor, or in a manner constituting criminal
13 negligence so that the lives or safety of the public
14 might be endangered, or upon a bet or wager or
15 in a race, or whoever operates a motor vehicle for
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16 the purpose of making a record and thereby violates
17 any provision of section seventeen or any regulation
18 under section eighteen, or whoever without stopping
19 and making known his name, residence and the num-
-20 ber of his motor vehicle goes away after knowingly
21 colliding with or otherwise causing injury to any other
22 vehicle or property, or whoever uses a motor vehicle
23 without authority knowing that such use is unau-
-24 thorized, or whoever loans or knowingly permits his
25 license to operate motor vehicles to be used by
26 another person, or whoever makes false statements
27 in an application for such a license or falsely imper-
-28 senates the person named in such an application,
29 or procures such false impersonation, whether of
30 himself or of another, shall be punished by a fine
31 of not less than twenty nor more than two hundred
32 dollars or by imprisonment for not less than two
33 weeks nor more than two years, or both; except
34 that for an offence of operating a motor vehicle
35 while under the influence of intoxicating liquor
36 committed within a period of six years immediately
37 following his final conviction of a like offence by a
38 court or magistrate of the commonwealth, a person
39 shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than
40 one month nor more than two years.


