
SENATE 62
To accompany the petition of Joseph Finnegan that the law

affecting the liability of a registrant of a motor vehicle involved
in an accident be extended to include insurance companies in suits
in equity. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act extending to Proceedings in Equity to charge
Insurance Companies the Law affecting the Liability
of a Registrant of a Motor Vehicle involved in an
Accident when operated by a Person Other than the
Registrant.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfce Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts:

1 Section eighty-five A of chapter two hundred
2 and thirty-one of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary edition thereof, is hereby
4 amended by inserting after the word “ involved ”,

5 in the third line, the words: —and in suits to
6 reach and apply the obligation of an insurance
7 company under clause (10) of section three of
8 chapter two hundred and fourteen, so as to read
9 as follows: —Section 85A. In all actions to recover

10 the person or to property
person, arising out of ar
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11 or for the death of a
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12 accident or collision in which a motor vehicle was
13 involved and in suits to reach and apply the
14 obligation of an insurance company under clause
15 (10) of section three of chapter two hundred and
16 fourteen, evidence that at the time of such accident
17 or collision it was registered in the name of the
18 defendant as owner shall be prima facie evidence
19 that it was then being operated by and under the
20 control of a person for whose conduct the defendant
21 was legally responsible, and absence of such
22 responsibility shall be an affirmative defence to be
23 set up in the answer and proved by the defendant.


