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unless the applicant for such license submits to the department a 
certificate of an inspector of the division of inspection of the 
department of public safety that each building to be occupied by 
patients of such convalescent or nursing home shall be issued by 
the department unless the applicant for such license submits to 
the department a certificate of an inspector of the division of in
spection of the department of public safety that each building to 
be occupied by patients of such convalescent or nursing home 
meets the construction standards of the state building code, and 
is of at least type 1-B fireproof construction; provided, however, 
that this paragraph shall not apply in the instance of change of 
ownership of a convalescent or nursing home whose license had 
not been revoked as of the time of such change of ownership; 
and, provided, further, that a public medical institution as de
fined under section two of chapter one hundred and eighteen E, 
which meets the construction standards as defined herein, shall 
not be denied a license as a nursing home under this section 
because it was not of new construction and designed for the pur
pose of operating a convalescent or nursing home at the time of 
application for a license to operate a nursing home. 

SECTION 3. The second sentence of section 3Q of chapter 143 
of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 406 of the acts of 
1968, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 1, the 
word "Such" and inserting in place thereof the words:- Except in 
the case of new construction addition, alteration, such. 

SECTION 4. Said section 3Q of said chapter 143 is hereby fur
ther amended by adding the following sentence:- An automatic 
sprinkler system shall be provided throughout any newly-
constructed home, and in the case of any existing home where 
the licensee proposes an addition or alteration, as defined in the 
state building code, an automatic sprinkler system shall be in
stalled in the course of such addition or alteration to such extent 
as the department may direct in accordance with such rules and 
regulations. 

Approved December 28, 1977. 

Chap. 869. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A PROCEDURE FOR THE CHOICE 
OF NAME AT MARRIAGE AND A CHANGE OF NAME. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 46 of the General Laws is 

hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph, as amended 
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by chapter 254 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof 
the following paragraph :-

In the record of marriages, date of record, date of marriage, 
place of marriage, name, residence and official station of the per
son by whom solemnized, names and places of birth of the 
parties married, the name of each after marriage pursuant to sec
tion one D, residence of each, age of each, the number of the 
marriage (as first or second) and if previously married, whether 
widowed or divorced, the occupation of each and the birth-given 
names of their parents. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 46 is hereby further amended by in
serting after section 1C the following section:-

Section ID. Each party to a marriage may adopt any sur
name, including but not limited to the present or birth-given sur
name of either party, may retain or resume use of a present or 
birth-given surname, or may adopt any hyphenated combination 
thereof. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby amend
ed by striking out section 12, as appearing in the Tercentenary 
Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 12. A petition for the change of name of a person may 
be heard by the probate court in the county where the petitioner 
resides. The change of name of a person shall be granted unless 
such change is inconsistent with public interests. 

SECTION 4, Section 13 of said chapter 210 is hereby amended 
by striking out the second paragraph, added by section 2 of 
chapter 155 of the acts of 1943, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph:-

No decree shall be entered, however, until there has been filed 
in the court a copy of the birth record of the person whose name 
is sought to be changed and, in case such person's name has 
previously been changed by decree of court or at marriage pur
suant to section one D of chapter forty-six, either a copy of the 
record of his birth amended to conform to the previous decree 
changing his name, a copy of such decree, or a copy of the record 
of marriage; provided, that the filing of any such copy may be 
dispensed with if the judge is satisfied that it cannot be obtained. 

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect on July first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-eight. 

Approved December 28, 1977. 


