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To accompany the petition of Robert Homans for legislation to
require the attendance and testimony of witnesses before the Supreme
Judicial Court, and before any commissioner, special commissioner,
master or other officer appointed by it in investigations into fraudu-
lent practices, professional abuses and illegal conduct of attorneys and
in disbarment proceedings; and to provide immunity for witnesses
required to testify at such investigations. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to Investigations by the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court, or Any Commissioner, Special Commis-
sioner, Master, or Other Officer appointed by it, into
Fraudulent Practices, Professional Abuses and Illegal
Conduct of Attorneys at Law.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
-4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 That for the purposes of any investigation now
2 pending or hereafter to be instituted by or before the
3 supreme judicial court, or before any commissioner,
4 special commissioner, master or other officer appointed
5 by it to aid the court in such investigation, into fraud-
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6 ulent practices, professional abuses and illegal conduct
7 of attorneys at law, whether involving or not a peti-
-8 tion or report requesting or recommending the re-
-9 moval of an attorney, the supreme judicial court or

10 any such commissioner, special commissioner, master
11 or other officer appointed by it may require by sum-
-12 mons to be issued and served as provided in General
13 Laws, chapter two hundred and thirty-three, the at-
-14 tendance and testimony of witnesses and production
15 of books and papers before it and him relating to any
16 matter investigated by it or him in pursuance of the
17 foregoing purposes. No person shall be excused from
18 attending and testifying in the course of such inves-
-19 tigation, or from producing any books, papers or
20 documents, either before said court or such commis-
-21 sioner, special commissioner, master or other officer,
22 on the ground that his testimony or evidence, docu-
-23 mentary or otherwise, may tend to criminate him or
24 subject him to a penalty or forfeiture; but he shall
25 not be prosecuted or subjected to penalty or forfeiture
26 for or on account of any action, matter or thing con-
-27 cerning which he may be required to testify or pro-
-28 duce evidence, documentary or otherwise, in the course
29 of such investigation, except for perjury committed
30 in such testimony.


