
No. 220SENATE

To accompany the petition of Charles P. Howard for the estab-
lishment within the Department of Corporations and Taxation of
a division of municipal affairs and defining the powers and duties of
said division, and of the director and certain other officers and em-
ployees thereof. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act establishing within the Department of Corpora-
tions and Taxation a Division of Municipal Affairs,
and defining the Powers and Duties of Said Division,
and of the Director and Certain Other Officers and
Employees Thereof.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter fourteen of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition thereof, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in the fifth line, the word “accounts” and inserting
5 in place thereof the words: municipal affairs,
6soas to read as follows: Section 1. There shall
7 be a department of corporations and taxation, under
8 the supervision and control of a commissioner of
9 corporations and taxation, and consisting of an in-

-10 come tax division, a division of corporations, a
11 division of inheritance taxes, a division of local
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12 taxation, a division of municipal affairs and such
13 other divisions as the commissioner determines, each
14 division to be in charge of a director.

1 Section 2. Section four of said chapter fourteen,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the seventeenth line, the word "accounts” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: municipal
5 affairs, so that the paragraph contained in lines
6 seventeen to twenty, inclusive, shall read as fol-
-7 lows; Such assistants to the director of municipal
8 affairs as may from time to time be necessary to
9 carry out sections forty-four to forty-seven, inclu-

-10 sive, of chapter thirty-five and sections thirty-five
11 to forty-three, inclusive, of chapter forty-four.

1 Section 3. Said chapter fourteen is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section seven,
3 as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 Section 7. Except as to any duties specifically
6 imposed by law upon the division of municipal
7 affairs, the commissioner shall assign to the several
8 divisions in the department their appropriate func-
-9 lions. The directors of divisions shall, under the

10 supervision and control of the commissioner, exer-
-11 cise the functions assigned to them, and shall also
12 perform such other incidental duties as the commis-
-13 sioner may prescribe. The director of the division
14 of municipal affairs shall be known as the director
15 of municipal affairs.

1 Section 4. Said chapter fourteen, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby further amended by inserting at the
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end thereof, under the caption, “Division of Alunici-
-1 pal Affairs,” the five following new sections

5 Section 11. There shall be within the department
6 a division of municipal affairs, in this and the four
7 following sections called the division, under the
8 general supervision of the municipal affairs com-
9 mission, in this and the following four sections

10 called the commission
11 Section 12. The municipal affairs commission,
12 hereinafter called the commission, shall consist of
13 the director of municipal affairs, who shall be the
14 chairman of the commission and four commissioners
15 of whom one shall be elected by the chairmen of the
16 boards of selectmen of the several towns within the
17 commonwealth, one shall be elected by the mayors

18 of the several cities within the commonwealth, and
19 two, each of whom shall represent different political
20 parties, shall be appointed by the governor with
21 the advice and consent of the council. The four

ners shall receive a salary of one thousand22 cor

23 dollars. Elections hereunder shall be held from
24 time to time, as necessary, and shall be conducted
25 under the supervision and control of the state sec
26 retary and in accordance with rules and regulation
27 promulgated by him and approved by the governor
28 and council. Upon the expiration of the term of
29 office of any commissioner his successor shall in
30 like manner be elected or appointed for the term of
31 four years, and until the qualification of his suc-
32 cessor; and any vacancy in said commission, whether
33 caused by death, resignation or otherwise, shall be
34 filled in the same manner for the balance of the
35 unexpired term of the commissioner whose position
36 has been vacated and until the qualification of his
37 successor.
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Section 13. The commission shall meet once in
every month and at other times when requested by
the chairman or by any three members. The director
shall be the executive and administrative head of
the division and the division shall consist of an
accounting section, under the supervision and con-
trol of a deputy director to be known as the munici-
pal accounting agent; a purchasing section, under
the supervision and control of a deputy director to
be known as the municipal purchasing agent, who
shall, upon request, advise municipal officials and
also, upon request, shall purchase goods and mate-
rials for the several municipalities of the common-
wealth requesting such service; a budget section,
under the supervision and control of a deputy
director to be known as the budget adviser, who shall
compile information relative to municipal budgets
and shall upon request advise municipal officials
relative to the budgets of their respective munici-
palities; and such other sections as may be set up
by the director with the approval of the commis-
sion. No person shall be eligible for appointment
as municipal accounting agent who is not an ac-
countant experienced in municipal accounting, nor
as purchasing agent who is not experienced in large
scale purchasing. Such deputy directors shall re-
ceive such salaries as may be fixed by the commis-
sioner, subject to the provisions of sections forty-
five to fifty, inclusive, of chapter thirty.
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Section 1 4- In addition to any functions assigned
to the division by the commissioner under section
seven, the division shall, upon request therefor, ad-
vise the various municipalities of the commonwealth
in regard to (1) budgeting; (2) purchasing; (3) per-
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72 sonnel problems: (4) building plans, specifications
73 and costs; (5) sewers, sewage disposal and the cost
74 thereof: (6) water supply and the cost thereof;
75 (7) general engineering problems and costs; and
76 (8) any other matters relative to municipal govern-
77 ment involving expert knowledge of such matter
78 provided, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall
79 be deemed to authorize the division to prepare plan;
80 and/or specifications for the actual construction of
81 any project whatsoever; and for those purposes
82 and for other proper purposes of the division, in-
83 eluding the duties imposed upon the department,
84 the division or any officer or agent thereof by sec-
85 tions forty-four to forty-six, inclusive, of chapter
86 forty-four, the commissioner may appoint and re-
87 move deputy directors, a secretary and such other
88 experts and technical and other assistance as may
89 be necessary therefor. The division shall be allowed
90 such sums as may annually be appropriated by the
91 general court for clerical service, traveling and other
92 necessary expenses. Its records shall be kept in
93 its office. All salaries and expenses of the division
94 shall be paid by the commonwealth.
95 Section 15. The municipal accounting agent shall
96 perform the duties required by the department and
97 of the division and of any officer or agent thereof,
98 by law in relation to the compilation of municipal
99 statistics, the auditing and/or supervision of mu-

100 nicipal accounts and the certification of notes of
101 cities, towns and districts. The director may desig-
102 nate a competent employee in the accounting sec-
103 tion to perform the duties of the municipal account-
104 ing agent in case of his absence, death or disability;
105 and notes of cities, towns and districts, when certi-
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106 lied by such employee, shall have the same validity
107 as if certified by the municipal accounting agent.

1 Section 5. When used in any statute, the phrase
2 “division of accounts” shall mean the division of
3 municipal affairs of the department of corporations
4 and taxation, and the phrase “director of the divi-
-5 sion of accounts” shall mean the director of said
6 division of municipal affairs.

1 Section 6. Of the commissioners of the munici-
-2 pal affairs commission within the division of munici-
-3 pal affairs of the department of corporations and
4 taxation first elected or appointed under authority
5 of this act, the commissioner elected by the mayors
6 shall serve for a term of four years, the commis-
-7 sioner elected by the chairmen of the boards of
8 selectmen shall serve for the term of three years,
9 and of the two commissioners appointed by the

10 governor, with the advice and consent of the coun-
-11 cil, one shall be designated by him, with like advice
12 and consent, to serve for the term of two years and
13 one for the term of one year; and in each case until
14 the qualification of his successor.

1 Section 7. Nothing in this act shall be deemed
2 to affect the continuity of service, compensation,
3 civil service status, or the retirement or pension
4 rights, of any officer, agent or employee of the divi-
-5 sion of accounts of the department of corporations
6 and taxation in office or employed therein upon the
7 effective date thereof.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect the first
2 day of September in the current year.
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