
SENATE 328
[Senate, No. 328. Mr. Gallagher gives notice that he will move

as an amendment to the House Report of the committee on Cities,
“reference to the next annual session”, on the petition of Frederick
W. Mansfield, mayor, accompanied by bill, House, No. 950.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Four.

An Act relative to Reorganizing the Department of
Public Welfare in the City of Boston.

1 Section 1. After the effective date of this act
2 the department of public welfare of the city of Boston,
3 in this chapter called the department, shall be under
4 the supervision and control of a commissioner of
5 public welfare, in this chapter called the commis-
-6 sioner. The commissioner shall be appointed by
7 the mayor of said city, shall serve for a term of five
8 years and until the qualification of his successor,
9 shall receive such compensation not exceeding

10 seventy-five hundred dollars per year as shall be
11 established by the mayor and city council of the
12 city, and may be removed by the mayor in accord-
-13 ance with section fourteen of chapter four hundred
14 and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
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15 nine. Administrative ability, professional training,
16 and experience in the field of social welfare shall be
17 essential qualifications for appointment as commis-
-18 sioner.
19 The commissioner shall be the executive and ad-
-20 ministrative head of the department. He shall have
21 charge of the administration and enforcement of
22 all laws which it is the duty of the department to
23 administer and enforce, and shall organize and super-
-24 vise the department. He may, subject to the ap-
-25 proval of the mayor, appoint two deputy commis-
-26 sioners who shall be under the control and super-
-27 vision of the commissioner, shall not be subject to
28 chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, may be
29 removed at any time by the commissioner with the
30 approval of the mayor, and shall receive such com-
-31 pensatioh, not exceeding five thousand dollars a
32 year as may be fixed by the commissioner, subject
33 to the approval of the mayor. One of the deputy
34 commissioners shall have had at least five years
35 experience in office management or accounting or
36 both, and shall be placed in charge of the clerical,
37 record-keeping and financial work of the department
38 and shall perform such further duties as the com-
-39 missioner may assign. The other deputy commis-
-40 sioner shall be a trained social service worker, and shall
41 be in charge of the field and investigational work of
42 the department, and shall perform such further
43 duties as the commissioner may assign.

1 Section 2. There shall be in the department an
2 advisory board, hereinafter referred to as the board,
3 consisting of five members, appointed by the mayor.
4 Of the appointments first made one shall be for the
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5 term of one year, one for the term of two years, one
6 for the term of three years, one for the term of four
7 years, and one for the term of five years, in each case
8 as the mayor may determine and subject to the pro-
-9 visions of section fourteen of chapter four hundred
10 and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
11 nine. All subsequent appointments shall be for the
12 term of five years. Vacancies in the board shall be
13 filled for the unexpired term by the mayor. The
14 mayor shall upon the original appointment of said
15 board and in each January thereafter designate one
16 member of the board as chairman.
17 The board shall advise the commissioner concern-
-18 ing the policies and the administration of the de-
-19 partment. It may upon its own initiative, and it
20 shall upon request of the commissioner, study and
21 investigate questions arising in connection there-
-22 with, and formulate and present to the commissioner,
23 such recommendations as may seem feasible for the
24 furtherance of the work of the department. The
25 commissioner shall supply the board with all in-
-26 formation relative to the department which it may
27 request. The board shall meet at least once a month,
28 and at such other times as it may determine by its
29 rules, and when requested by the commissioner, the
30 chairman of the board, or any two members thereof.
31 The commissioner shall attend all meetings, and he
32 shall submit, at each monthly meeting, a report
33 of the work of the department, in such detail as the
34 board may require. The members of the board
35 shall receive no compensation for their services.
36 The commissioner shall provide such secretarial
37 and other services as the board may require for the
38 proper performance of its duties.
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1 Section 3. After the effective date of this act
2 the commissioner and the members of said advisory
3 board, and their respective successors, shall be the
4 corporation “The Overseers of the Public Welfare
5 in the City of Boston” which was established April
6 twenty-fifth, seventeen hundred and seventy-two,
7 and so named by chapter one hundred and forty-
-8 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-one.

1 Section 4. There is hereby transferred to and
2 vested in the commissioner the right to spend for
3 the purposes of the department any unexpended
4 funds heretofore appropriated to be expended by the
5 overseers of the public welfare. The commissioner
6 may, subject to the approval of the mayor, make
7 reasonable rules and regulations to carry out the
8 provisions of this act.

1 Section 5. The present overseers of the public
2 welfare department shall hold their respective offices
3 until the commissioner and board are appointed and
4 qualified.

1 Section 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsist-
-2 ent with this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect thirty days
2 after its passage.


