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Chap. 898. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING INFORMATION TO VOTERS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 54 of the General Laws, as moSt recently amended by 

chapter 195 of the acts of 1976, is hereby amended by striking out 
sections 53 and 54 and inserting in place thereof the following 
two sections:-

Section 53. The election commissioners in the city of Boston, 
at least twenty-four days, and the registrars of voters in every 
other city or town, at least ninety days, before the biennial state 
election, shall cause to be sent to the state secretary mailing lists 
of the voters whose names appear on the latest voting lists of their 
respective cities and towns, prepared as required by section fifty-
five of chapter fifty-one and indicating, so far as practicable, 
those addresses that appear to be group residential quarters, and 
shall promptly furnish him with subsequent additions to and cor
rections in such lists. The secretary shall cause to be printed and 
sent to all residential addresses and to each voter residing in 
group residential quarters, with copies of the measures to which 
they refer, summaries prepared by the attorney general, a one-
sentence statement describing the effect of a yes or no vote 
prepared by the state secretary, and, as provided in section fifty-
four, arguments for and against measures to be submitted to the 
people under Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitu
tion. 

The secretary shall also cause to be printed and sent in like 
manner any question to be placed on the ballot at a biennial state 
election for the purpose of ascertaining the will of the people 
upon a particular subject provided that such question is received 
by the secretary on or before the first Wednesday of July 
preceding such election. Any such question shall be accompanied 
by a fair, concise summary prepared by the attorney general, a 
one-sentence statement describing the effect of a yes or no vote 
prepared by the secretary, and arguments for and against said 
question as provided in section fifty-four. This section shall not 
apply to a question of public policy filed in accordance with sec
tion nineteen of chapter fifty-three. 

Section 54. The state secretary shall cause to be printed and 
sent, in the manner provided in section fifty-three, arguments for 
and against every measure to be submitted to the voters of the 
commonwealth. No argument shall contain more than one hun
dred and fifty words. The secretary shall seek such arguments 
from the principal proponents and opponents of each initiative or 
referendum petition, legislative amendment, legislative sub-
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stitute or other measure to be submitted to all the voters of the 
commonwealth and such arguments may be filed on or before 
the tenth day following the date that any such measure is finally 
received by the secretary for submission to the voters or within 
such further time as he shall designate. For purposes of this sec
tion, the principal proponents and opponents of a measure shall 
be those persons determined by the secretary to be best able to 
present the argument for and against the measure, respectively, 
at the time the measure is finally received by the secretary for 
submission to the voters, provided that the principal proponents 
of an initiative or referendum petition shall be the first ten 
signers of such petition, or a majority of them. In determining 
the principal proponents and opponents of a measure, the state 
secretary shall contact each nonelected political committee 
which is organized under the provision of chapter fifty-five and 
which is on file with the director of campaign and political 
finance to influence the outcome of such a measure. If no argu
ment is received by the secretary from the principal proponents 
or opponents of a measure within the time allowed by this sec
tion, the secretary shall prepare such argument. All arguments 
filed with or prepared by the secretary under this section shall be 
open to public inspection. 

Approved December 30, 1977. 

Chap. 899. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SUSPENSION OF MOTOR VEHICLE 
LICENSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 22A, as most recently amended by chapter 227 of the 
acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 22A. The registrar, after hearing, shall suspend any 
license to operate motor vehicles issued to a judgment debtor in 
an action brought to recover damages for injury to property aris
ing out of the use, operation or maintenance on the ways of the 
commonwealth of a motor vehicle or trailer; or, if the judgment 
debtor is a partnership, a trust, or a corporation, shall suspend 
all certificates of registration issued to it under this chapter, if 
within sixty days after a finding by a court and notification to the 
registrar by the clerk of court that a judgment has been entered 
against the judgment debtor in said action, and that the judg
ment debtor has willfully and intentionally failed to pay an order 


