
SENATE 227

To accompany the petition of Frederick W. Mansfield, mayor of
Boston, for the appointment of a special commission (including mem-
bers of the General Court) to investigate the desirability of abolishing
county governments in the Commonwealth, and certain related mat-
ters. Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special
Commission of Existing Counties and County Govern-
ment within the Commonwealth.

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission to
2 consist of members of the senate to be
3 designated by the president thereof, mem-mem-
4 bers of the house of representatives to be designated
5 by the speaker thereof, and persons to be
6 appointed by the governor, is hereby established to
7 investigate and study the desirability of abolishing
8 county government in the commonwealth and the
9 transferring of the functions now performed by coun-

-10 ties to the commonwealth or to such other political
11 subdivisions thereof as will best promote the public
12 welfare; the said commission shall also investigate
13 and study the desirability of the consolidation and
14 reorganization of the several counties and of the
15 re-establishment of boundaries thereof; and as to
16 what changes may be made in the performance of
17 the functions now performed by counties and in the
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18 administration of county government, including the
19 subject of county budgets with a view of devising
20 ways and means of establishing more effective control
21 thereof, as will make for greater efficiency and econ-
-22 omy in government.
23 The commission shall elect its own chairman,
24 shall be provided with quarters in the state house,
25 shall hold hearings and, with the advice and consent
26 of the governor and council, may expend for clerical
27 and other expenses such sum not exceeding
28 dollars, as the general court may hereafter appro-
-29 priate. The commission shall report the results of
30 its investigation and its recommendations, if any,
31 together with drafts of such legislation as it may
32 deem necessary to give effect to the same, by filing
33 the same with the clerk of the house of representa-
-34 tives on or before December second in the current
35 year.


