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SECTION 3. The state secretary shall cause to be placed on the 
official ballot to be used in the town of Winchester at the bien
nial state election in nineteen hundred and eighty, and at each 
biennial state election thereafter until the voters of said town 
shall have voted in the affirmative three consecutive times or in 
the negative three consecutive times, the following subdivision to 
the question which he is required under the provisions of section 
eleven of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the General 
Laws to place on the official ballot in cities and towns at such 
elections :-

F. Shall not more than three licenses be 
granted in this town for the sale therein of all 
alcoholic beverages by restaurants having a 
seating capacity of not less than one hundred per
sons? 

If a majority of the votes cast in said town in answer to sub
division F is in the affirmative, said town shall be taken to 
authorize, for the two calendar years next succeeding, the sale in 
said town of all alcoholic beverages to be drunk on the premises 
of restaurants having a seating capacity of not less than one hun
dred persons. Said three licenses shall be subject, however, to all 
other provisions of said chapter one hundred and thirty-eight. 

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 909. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE ADMISSION CHARGES AT BAT
TLESHIP COVE IN THE CITY OF FALL RIVER. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to direct the department of education 
to immediately provide for free admission to certain events and 
exhibits for school groups, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 387 of the acts of 1973 is hereby amended by striking 
out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence:- The department of education, in the name and on 
behalf of the commonwealth, is hereby authorized and directed 
to contract with the U.S.S. Massachusetts Memorial Committee, 
Incorporated for the purpose of furnishing free admission to all 
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educational events and exhibits in Battleship Cove in the city of 
Fall River including, but not limited to the Battleship 
Massachusetts, including the commonwealth's World War II 
Memorial thereon, the destroyer Kennedy, including the com
monwealth's Korean and Vietnam Memorial thereon, the Sub
marine Lionfish, the P.T. Boat Museum and the Marine Museum 
for all organized school groups and teachers of all schools located 
in the commonwealth. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 910. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE CANCELLATION, 
MODIFICATION, REVOCATION OR EXPIRATION OF CON
TRACTS BETWEEN INSURERS AND INDEPENDENT IN
SURANCE AGENTS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately regulate certain con
tracts between insurers and independent insurance agents, 
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 163 of chapter 175 of the General Laws, as most 
recently amended by chapter 1056 of the acts of 1973, is hereby 
further amended by striking out the third to fifteenth 
paragraphs, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing six paragraphs :-

No company shall cancel the authority of any independent in
surance agent for fire or casualty insurance, or both, if said agent 
is not an employee of said company and no company shall modify 
a contract with such an agent unless the company gives written 
notice of its intent to cancel such agent or its intent to modify 
such contract at least one hundred and eighty days before the 
proposed effective date of any such cancellation or modification. 
No company shall allow the license of any such agent to expire 
unless the company gives written notice of its intent to do so at 
least one hundred and eighty days before the proposed effective 
date of any such expiration. Except as otherwise provided herein, 
any agent receiving notice of such cancellation, modification or 
expiration may, within fifteen days after receipt thereof, make a 
written demand for reference to three referees of the question as 
to whether or not such cancellation, modification or expiration 
will so affect the renewal, continuation or replacement of any 
policies placed with the company through the efforts of the agent, 


