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Chap. 912. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY TREASURER' OF 
BRISTOL COUNTY TO PAY CERTAIN UNPAID BILLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section seven

teen of chapter thirty-four of the General Laws or any other 
general or special law to the contrary, the county treasurer of 
Bristol county is hereby authorized to pay out of any funds 
available in the county treasury of said county the sum of one 
hundred and sixty-three thousand seven hundred and seventy-
three dollars to Bay Bank United, Bay Bank Merchants, in the 
city of Taunton, on a note dated June twenty-first, nineteen hun
dred and seventy-seven and payable December twenty-first, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, in the sum of one hundred 
and fifty-eight thousand nine hundred and seventy-three dollars, 
plus interest at two and seventy-five one hundredths per cent at 
six months in the sum of four thousand eight hundred dollars, 
and the sum of thirty-five thousand eighty-eight dollars for cer
tain salary increases for one year which are effective July first, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-seven and are a result of a collec
tive bargaining agreement for teachers and extension agents at 
the Bristol county agricultural school, and for proportionate 
salary increases for one year, for non-union administrative posi
tions at the Bristol county agricultural school, which are effective 
July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven and are a result of 
a vote of the board of trustees for the Bristol county agricultural 
school on August ninth, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 913. AN ACT RELATIVE TO COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIPS AT 
SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS UNIVERSITY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith certain ad
ministrative changes to be made at Southeastern Massachusetts 
University, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency 
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con
venience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section forty-six C of chapter seventy-four of the 

General Laws is hereby repealed. 
SECTION 2. Chapter 75B of the General Laws is hereby 

amended by adding the following section: 
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Section 18. Southeastern Massachusetts University is hereby 
authorized and directed to grant certain scholarships annually in 
the number and amount as set forth in the appropriation made 
therefor, to be known as the Commonwealth Scholarships, to 
worthy students who are residents of the commonwealth and 
who possess the requisite ability and who are in need of financial 
assistance. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 914. AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT CHILDREN OF STATE 
EMPLOYEES WHO ARE OVER THE AGE OF NINETEEN AND 
ARE STUDENTS SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR GROUP HOSPITAL, 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL BENEFITS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith hospital, 
surgical, and medical insurance for certain children of state 
employees attending schools and colleges, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Paragraph (d) of section 2 of chapter 32A of the 

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the second and 
third sentences, as appearing in chapter 516 of the acts of 1959, 
and inserting in place thereof the following three sentences:- Said 
definition shall also include an unmarried child, nineteen years 
of age or over, who is a full-time student in an educational or 
vocational institution and whose program of education has not 
been substantially interrupted by full-time employment, ex
cluding service in the armed forces. The standards for such full-
time instruction and the time required to complete such program 
of education shall be determined by the commission. Contribu
tions toward the total monthly premium or rate applicable to the 
health insurance coverage for a full-time student shall be as pro
vided for in section eight, but such contribution shall cease upon 
the student's attainment of age twenty-four or the following June 
thirtieth of the year in which the student attains said age; 
however, at the option of the employee, such coverage may be 
continued beyond said age or date provided that the total month
ly premium or rate is paid in full by the employee and the 
method of payment by the active or retired employee shall be as 
determined by the commission. 


