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Section 18. Southeastern Massachusetts University is hereby 
authorized and directed to grant certain scholarships annually in 
the number and amount as set forth in the appropriation made 
therefor, to be known as the Commonwealth Scholarships, to 
worthy students who are residents of the commonwealth and 
who possess the requisite ability and who are in need of financial 
assistance. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 914. AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT CHILDREN OF STATE 
EMPLOYEES WHO ARE OVER THE AGE OF NINETEEN AND 
ARE STUDENTS SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR GROUP HOSPITAL, 
MEDICAL AND SURGICAL BENEFITS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith hospital, 
surgical, and medical insurance for certain children of state 
employees attending schools and colleges, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Paragraph (d) of section 2 of chapter 32A of the 

General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the second and 
third sentences, as appearing in chapter 516 of the acts of 1959, 
and inserting in place thereof the following three sentences:- Said 
definition shall also include an unmarried child, nineteen years 
of age or over, who is a full-time student in an educational or 
vocational institution and whose program of education has not 
been substantially interrupted by full-time employment, ex
cluding service in the armed forces. The standards for such full-
time instruction and the time required to complete such program 
of education shall be determined by the commission. Contribu
tions toward the total monthly premium or rate applicable to the 
health insurance coverage for a full-time student shall be as pro
vided for in section eight, but such contribution shall cease upon 
the student's attainment of age twenty-four or the following June 
thirtieth of the year in which the student attains said age; 
however, at the option of the employee, such coverage may be 
continued beyond said age or date provided that the total month
ly premium or rate is paid in full by the employee and the 
method of payment by the active or retired employee shall be as 
determined by the commission. 
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SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act the group insurance 
commission is hereby authorized to expend such funds as may be 
available in item 1120-2000 in section two of chapter three hun
dred and sixty-three A of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
seventy-seven. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 915. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT PERSONS OVER SIXTY-FIVE 
YEARS OF AGE SHALL NOT BE CHARGED TUITION AT STATE 
COLLEGES, COMMUNITY COLLEGES, OR CERTAIN STATE 
UNIVERSITIES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert

ing after Section 7F the following section:-
Section 7G. There shall be no charge for tuition to any person 

sixty-five years of age or over attending a state college, a regional 
community college, Southeastern Massachusetts University, 
Lowell University or the University of Massachusetts, if the in
stitution which such person attends is not overenrolled. This sec
tion shall not apply to any person with an annual income in ex
cess of twelve thousand dollars. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 
EMERGENCY LETTER — January 30, 1978 @ 10:12 A.M. 

Chap. 916. AN ACT REQUIRING TRAINING IN CARDIOPULMONARY 
RESUSCITATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 1 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as most recently 

amended by chapter 753 of the acts of 1974, is hereby further 
amended by striking out the fifth sentence and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentences:- Instruction in health education 
shall include, but shall not be limited to: consumer health, 
ecology, community health, body structure and function, safety, 
nutrition, fitness and body dynamics, dental health, emotional 
development, and training in the administration of first aid, in
cluding cardiopulmonary resuscitation. The department of 
education shall pay for the cost of any such instruction in car
diopulmonary resuscitation; provided, however, that a school 
committee may by majority vote decide that such instruction 
shall not be offered. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 


