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To accompany the petition of Henry Parkman, Jr., for legislation

relative to informal procedure before the Board of Tax Appeals. Tax-
ation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Informal Procedure before the
Board of Tax Appeals.

1 Section seven Aof chapter fifty-eight Aof the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out said
3 section and inserting in place thereof the following: —■

4 Section 7A. The board shall establish by rule an
5 alternative procedure, hereinafter referred to as the
6 informal procedure, for the determination of petitions
7 for abatement of any tax upon real estate or tangible
8 personal property, where such procedure is elected by
9 both parties, except as hereinafter provided. Such

10 procedure, to the extent that the board may consider
11 practicable, shall eliminate formal rules of pleading,
12 practice and evidence, and, except for the entry fee
13 herein provided, may eliminate any or all fees and
14 costs, or may provide that costs shall be in the dis-
-15 cretion of the board. An appellant desiring to be

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

C6e Commontoealt!) of



[Jan.2 SENATE —No. 315.

16 heard under the informal procedure shall pay to the
17 clerk the entry fee provided in section seven, except
18 that the minimum entry fee shall be two dollars, and
19 shall file a written waiver of the right of appeal to
20 the supreme judicial court, except upon questions of
21 law raised by the pleadings or by an agreed state-
-22 ment of facts or shown by the report of the board,
23 an election of the informal procedure and a written
24 statement subscribed by him of the facts in the case
25 and of the amount claimed in abatement together
26 with such additional information as the clerk may
27 require. The clerk shall then serve a copy of the
28 statement upon the appellee. No further pleadings
29 shall be required under this procedure if the appellee
30 intends to offer no other defense than that the prop-
-31 erty was not overvalued; otherwise it shall file with
32 the board within thirty days of the service of the
33 statement an answer similar to that required under
34 the procedure provided by section seven hereinafter
35 referred to as the formal procedure. If the valuation
36 of the real estate or tangible personal property on
37 which the appellant seeks an abatement exceeds fifty
38 thousand dollars, the appellee may elect to have the
39 appeal heard under the formal procedure by so notify-
-40 ing the clerk in writing and by paying to him a transfer
41 fee of five dollars, each within ten days of the date of
42 the service of such statement, in which case the said
43 statement shall be considered to be a petition and
44 such service to be service of the petition and the
45 waiver of the right of appeal by the appellant shall
46 be void. If the appellee does not so transfer the case
47 the informal procedure shall be deemed to have been
48 accepted and all right of appeal waived by the appol-
-49 lee, except upon questions of law raised by the plead-
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50 ings or by an agreed statement of facts or shown by
51 the report of the board. The chairman shall provide
52 for the speedy hearing of all appeals to be heard under
53 the informal procedure. The chairman shall make
54 every effort to reduce the expense of hearing cases
55 filed under the informal procedure by directing when-
-56 ever possible that petitions for abatement of taxes
57 assessed upon real estate situated in the same general
58 locality of the same town be heard together, irre-
-59 spective of the identity of the appellants.




