
SENATE 346

To accompany the petition of John F. Donovan that provision be
made for the construction of a tunnel between the cities of Boston
and Chelsea. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act to provide for the Construction of a Tunnel
between the Cities of Boston and Chelsea.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public works
2 of the commonwealth of Massachusetts shall
3 construct between Haymarket square in the
4 city of Boston and the vicinity of Winnisimmet
5 street, in the city of Chelsea, hereinafter called
6 the cities, a tunnel to be known as the Chelsea
7 tunnel, so designated as to be adapted for the
8 accommodation of three or more lanes of traffic,
9 especially for use of motor vehicles.

1 Section 2. The department of public works
2 shall, immediately after the passage of this act,
3 make such preliminary investigations, surveys
4 and plans as it deems expedient, and to that
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5 end may enter upon any lands and places and
6 maintain marks therein, and may make excava-
-7 tions, borings and do all other acts necessary for
8 such investigations and surveys. The depart-
-9 ment may expend such sums as may be neces-

-10 sary therefor.

1 Section 3. The department shall, as soon as
2 possible after making such preliminary investi-
-3 gations, surveys and plans, prepare complete
4 plans and specifications which shall be signed
5 by the commission, showing the location of the
6 work to be constructed hereunder, the excava-
-7 tions to be made, and as far as possible all work
8 to be done and material to be furnished for the
9 construction of said tunnel. Such plans and

10 specifications may be altered at any time by
11 new plans and specifications signed in like man-
-12 ner. Such plans and specifications shall be filed
13 in the office of the department and an attested
14 copy thereof shall be filed in the office of the
15 city engineer of each city, and shall be open to
16 public inspection.

1 Section 4. The department shall determine
2 and award the damages sustained by any person
3 by reason of property taken or injured by the
4 commission under authority of this act, except
5 public ways or lands, and may agree with any
6 person as to the amount to be paid as damages
7 sustained by him for any property so taken or
8 injured, which damages the city shall be liable
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9 to pay. If such person is dissatisfied with such
10 award, or cannot agree with the commission upon
11 his damages, the same may be determined by a
12 jury in the superior court for the county of
13 Suffolk, on petition therefor of such person or of
14 the commission against the city, filed in the
15 clerk’s office within one year after such property
16 is so taken or injured; and judgment shall be
17 entered upon the determination of such jury
18 and costs shall be taxed and execution issued in
19 favor of the prevailing party as in civil cases. The
20 members of the commission shall not be person-
-21 ally liable for any such damage.

1 Section 5. The cost of all construction under
2 this act to be charged to the Highway Fund.
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