
SENATE 352

To accompany the petition of Benjamin T. Thornburg for legisla-
tion to increase the amount of damages receivable for death caused
by a defective way, causeway or bridge. Joint Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act increasing the Amount of Damages receivable
for Death caused by a Defective Way, Causeway
or Bridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House 0/ Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 nine of the General Laws of Massachusetts, Ter-
-3 centenary edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the fifth line thereof, the word “one” and
o inserting in place thereof the word; five, —so
6 as to read as follows: If the life of a person
7 is lost by reason of a defect or a want of repair
8 of or a want of a sufficient railing in or upon a
9 way, causeway or bridge, the county, city, town

10 or person by law obliged to repair the same shall,
11 if it or he had previous reasonable notice of the
12 defect or want or repair or want of railing, be
13 liable in damages not exceeding five thousand
14 dollars, to be assessed with reference to the
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15 degree of culpability of the defendant and re-
-16 covered in an action of tort commenced within
17 one year after the injury causing the death by
18 the executor or administrator of the deceased
19 person, to the use of the surviving wife or husband
20 and children of the deceased in equal moieties, or,
21 if there are no children, to the use of the surviving
22 wife or husband, or, if there is no surviving wife
23 or husband, to the use of the next of kin.


