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The commissioner shall expend for the purpose of assisting 
counties, cities and towns to construct bike ways for commuter or 
recreational use, and for the construction of unique regional 
bikeways and bicycle parking facilities, such funds as are appro
priated or authorized by the general court for such purpose, and 
payment shall be made to the county or city or town upon ap
plication to the commissioner on the basis of criteria established 
by him. 

The second paragraph of said section 3 of said chapter 90E is 
hereby amended by inserting after clause (b) the following 
clause :-

(c) One hundred per cent for the cost of unique regional bike-
ways and bicycle parking facilities, as determined by the com
missioner. 

SECTION 18. Item 2120-8774 of section 4 of chapter 481 of the 
acts of 1976 is hereby amended by striking out the proviso con
tained in lines 2 to 4, inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the 
following:- provided, that such construction shall not be subject 
to the provisions of section forty of chapter seven of the General 
Laws as most recently amended. The department is hereby au
thorized to accept funds from public and private sources and 
may make application for federal assistance in carrying out said 
project. Any such funds or assistance made available to the com
monwealth for this project, if the bonds have not been sold, be 
used to reduce the amount of the bonds so authorized, and if the 
bonds have been sold, said funds or assistance when received 
shall be used to meet the payment of maturities and interest on 
the bonds issued under this item. 

SECTION 18A. Section 12 of said chapter 481 is hereby amend
ed by striking out, in line 7, the words "three million six" and in
serting in place thereof the words:- four million five. 

SECTION 18B. "Section 16 of said chapter 481 is hereby amend
ed by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words "and item 
2120-8774 of section four" and by striking out, in line 6, the 
words "ten million six" and inserting in place thereof the 
words:-nine million seven. 

SECTION 19. Section 14 of chapter 803 of the acts of 1972, as 
amended by section 20A of said chapter 481, is hereby further 
amended by inserting after the word "the", in line 1, the wbrds:-
metropolitan district commission, the -and by inserting after the 
word "act", in line 5 and in line 7, in each instance, the words:-
except for section five. 

SECTION 19A. Section 14A of said chapter 803, inserted by sec
tion 20B of said chapter 481, is hereby amended by inserting 
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after the word "by", in line 4 and in line 5, in each instance, the 
words:- section five of. 

SECTION 20. Chapter 30 of the General Laws is hereby amend
ed by adding the following section:-

Section 64. No mental health hospital or public health 
hospital shall be converted to use by the department of correction 
without the express approval of the general court. 

SECTION 21. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the con
trary, no facility accommodating more than one thousand per
sons may be built within seven hundred and fifty yards of the 
Neponset river without the approval of the general court. 

SECTION 22. Item 2449-8755 of section five of chapter five 
hundred and nineteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
seventy-four is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 23. One year after the completion of renovations 
referred to in this act the population capacity at correctional in
stitution at Walpole shall not exceed five hundred and twenty-
five persons and at correctional institution at Concord shall not 
exceed two hundred and twenty persons. 

I disapprove, in SECTION2, Item 2420-8782; in SECTION3, Item 
4344-8782, Item 7510-8781, Item 7510-8782; in SECTION 6, Item 
2440-8785; and SECTIONS 21 and 22. 

I reduce Item 7115-8782 in SECTION 3 to $75,000. 
The remainder of this bill I hereby approve. 

Approved January 13, 1978. 

CHAP. 9 2 1 . AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING FIELD TRIALS UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF THE DIVISION OF FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 131 of the General Laws is hereby amend

ed by striking out section 20, as most recently amended by sec
tion 22 of chapter 706 of the acts of 1972, and inserting in place 
thereof the following section:-

Section 20. Upon application to the director by an incor
porated or unincorporated club or organization having a mem
bership of citizens who have been residents of the commonwealth 
for at least six consecutive months immediately prior to making 
application, and upon payment of a fee of fifteen dollars by the 
applicant, the director may issue a license to such club or 
organization to hold a field trial under the rules and regulations 
of the American Kennel Club, Inc., American Field or other bird 
dog or kennel association as recognized by the director for 
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retriever or bird dogs at the time and place stated in the license. 
The license shall authorize members of the licensee to shoot and 
kill with firearms, under the supervision of a natural resource of
ficer of the division of law enforcement except that, in the case of 
such a field trial conducted on property under the ownership or 
control of the division, under the supervision of an employee of 
the division, pheasants, quail, chukar partridge, mallard ducks, 
or other species authorized by the director, which are pro
pagated or legally acquired by members of the licensee, and 
released by members of the licensee at the field trial held at the 
time and place specified in the license. The license shall be valid 
only during the daylight hours, and the written consent of the 
owner of or the person having legal control of, the land on which 
such field trial is held shall first be obtained. Before any phea
sant, quail, chukar partridge, mallard duck, or other species so 
shot is removed from the premises, the natural resource officer of 
the division of law enforcement or the employee of the division, 
as the case may be, shall attach to it a tag, which shall be furnish
ed by the director for a reasonable fee, and which shall remain 
attached to the bird until the bird is prepared for consumption. A 
licensee shall pay to the natural resource officer of the division of 
law enforcement or the employee of the division, as the case may 
be, a fee of thirty-five dollars per day for services rendered at 
such a field trial. Such natural resource officer shall be 
designated by the director of the division of law enforcement or 
such employee of the division shall be designated by the director, 
as the case may be, to supervise such a field trial. Persons par
ticipating in any such field trial pursuant to the provisions of this 
section shall not be required to secure hunting or sporting licenses 
for this purpose. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 272 of the General Laws is hereby amend
ed by striking out section 77, as most recently amended by 
chapter 679 of the acts of 1977, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:-

Section 77. Whoever overdrives, overloads, drives when 
overloaded, overworks, tortures, torments, deprives of necessary 
sustenance, cruelly beats, mutilates or kills an animal, or causes 
or procures an animal to be overdriven, overloaded, driven when 
overloaded, overworked, tortured, tormented, deprived of nec
essary sustenance, cruelly beaten, mutilated or killed; and 
whoever uses in a cruel or inhuman manner in a race, game, or 
contest, or in training therefor, as lure or bait a live animal, ex
cept an animal if used as lure or bait in fishing; and whoever, 
having the charge or custody of an animal, either as owner or 
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otherwise, inflicts unnecessary cruelty upon it, or unnecessarily 
fails to provide it with proper food, drink, shelter, or protection 
from the weather, and whoever, as owner, possessor, or person 
having the charge or custody of an animal, cruelly drives or 
works it when unfit for labor, or willfully abandons it, or carries 
it or causes it to be carried in or upon a vehicle, or otherwise, in 
an unnecessarily cruel or inhuman manner or in a way and man
ner which might endanger the animal carried thereon, or know
ingly and willfully authorizes or permits it to be subjected to un
necessary torture, suffering or cruelty of any kind shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by 
imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 922. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK TO BORROW MONEY FOR THE 
PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 
REPAIR, RENOVATION, AND CONSTRUCTION, EQUIPPING 
AND FURNISHING OF BUILDINGS AT NORFOLK COUNTY 
AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. For the purpose of providing adequate and com

plete accommodations and facilities for the Norfolk county 
agricultural school, the county commissioners of Norfolk county 
are hereby authorized to repair and renovate the present 
buildings and to construct additions to such buildings on land 
now owned by said county in the town of Walpole and shall fur
nish and equip the same. Said commissioners are hereby further 
authorized to cause plans and specifications to be prepared for 
the construction and renovation of said facilities; provided, that 
the total cost of such plans and specifications shall not exceed 
three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, and provided further 
that such plans and specifications shall be so drawn that the total 
cost for the construction, renovation and equipping of said 
facilities, including architect's fees and expenses connected 
therewith, shall not exceed four million seven hundred thousand 
dollars. Any sums received from the federal government for the 
purposes of this act shall be included in, and considered a part of, 
the total amount authorized to be expended hereunder. 

SECTION 2. For the purpose authorized by section one, the 
treasurer of said county, with the approval of the county com
missioners, may borrow upon the credit of the county such sums 
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as may be necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate, four 
million seven hundred thousand dollars; and, may issue bonds or 
notes of the county therefor, which shall bear on their face the 
words, Norfolk County Agricultural School Loan Act of 1977. 
Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such 
loans shall be payable in not more than twenty years from their 
dates. The bonds or notes shall be signed by the county treasurer 
and countersigned by a majority of the county commissioners. 
The county may sell said securities at public or private sale, upon 
such terms and conditions as the county commissioners may 
deem proper, but not for less than their par value. Indebtedness 
incurred hereunder shall, except as herein provided, be subject to 
chapter thirty-five of the General Laws. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 923. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
BRISTOL COUNTY TO CONSTRUCT AND EQUIP ADDITIONS 
TO AND TO ALTER THE TEACHING FACILITIES IN THE GYM
NASIUM, OFFICES, GREENHOUSES AND SHOP, AT THE 
BRISTOL COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL AND AUTHORIZ
ING THE BORROWING OF MONEY FOR SAID PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The county commissioners of Bristol county are 

hereby authorized to expend a sum not exceeding one million five 
hundred thousand dollars for the construction, originally equip
ping and furnishing, on land now owned by the county, of addi
tions to and alterations of the gymnasium, offices, greenhouses 
and shop at the Bristol County Agricultural School, including 
plans and specifications, architects' fees and legal fees and ex
penses and other costs incidental thereto and connected 
therewith. 

SECTION 2. For the purposes authorized by section one, the 
treasurer of Bristol county, with the approval of the county com
missioners, may borrow upon the credit of the county such sums 
as may be necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate, one million 
five hundred thousand dollars and may issue bonds or notes of 
the county therefor, which shall bear on their face the words, 
Bristol County Agricultural School Loan, Act of 1977. Each 
authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan and such loans 
shall be payable in not more than twenty years from their dates. 
The bonds or notes shall be signed by the county treasurer and 
countersigned by a majority of the county commissioners. The 
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county may sell the said securities at public or private sale, upon 
such terms and conditions as the county commissioners may 
deem proper, but not for less than their par value. Indebtedness 
incurred hereunder shall, except as herein provided, be subject to 
chapter thirty-five of the General Laws. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 924. AN ACT REGULATING THE SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET OF 
THE SUFFOLK COUNTY TRUSTEES FOR COUNTY COOPERA
TIVE EXTENSION SERVICE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The first sentence of section 44 of chapter 128 of 

the General Laws, as amended by section 75 of chapter 849 of 
the acts of 1969, is hereby further amended by inserting after the 
word "trustees", in line 1, the words:- , except in Suffolk 
county,. 

SECTION 2. The second sentence of the said section 44 of said 
chapter 128, inserted by chapter 991 of the acts of 1971, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word "trustees", in line 1, the 
words:- , except in Suffolk county,. 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 128 is hereby further amended by in
serting after section 44 the following section:-

Section 44A. The trustees in Suffolk county shall annually 
prepare and submit a budget containing detailed estimates of all 
sums required by them for carrying out sections forty to forty-
five, inclusive, during the ensuing fiscal year. Said trustees in 
preparing their budget shall indicate estimated expenses for the 
agricultural, home economics, resource development and youth 
programs and shall record their expenditures in like manner in 
their annual report. 

To meet the expenses incurred there shall annually be expend
ed from the state treasury, subject to appropriation, sums equal, 
in the aggregate, to five cents on each one thousand dollars of the 
equalized valuations of the town of Winthrop and the cities of 
Boston, Chelsea and Revere, as most recently reported by the 
state tax commission to the general court under the provisions of 
section ten C of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws, and the 
state treasurer shall issue his warrant requiring the assessors of 
said town and cities to assess a tax to the amount of the sums so 
expended in proportion to their said valuations, and such 
amounts shall be collected and paid to the state treasury as pro
vided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine of the General 
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Laws; provided, that such town or any city may in any year an
ticipate in whole or in part its assessment, and appropriate, raise 
and deposit the amount thereof with the state treasury, and any 
sum so deposited shall be credited against such assessment. There 
may also be expended for the purpose of this act voluntary con
tributions for such purposes deposited in the state treasury. 

SECTION 4. The provisions of this act shall take effect be
ginning with the fiscal year commencing July first, nineteen hun
dred and seventy-seven. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 925. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WELFARE TO INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS IN THE PROBATE 
COURT FOR THE SUPPORT OF A RECIPIENT AND MINOR 
CHILDREN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 18 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 21, as appearing in section 12 of chapter 885 of the 
acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 21. The department shall be subrogated to the rights 
to support and maintenance of any welfare recipient to the ex
tent of any payments made by this department to such recipient. 
If no probate court order is outstanding, the department may by 
motion in the name of the recipient or in its own name seek to ob
tain a probate court order on any outstanding libel for divorce or 
on any outstanding petition for separate support to the extent of 
any aid which may have been authorized by the department. 
The department may by motion in the name of the recipient or in 
its own name seek to obtain a modification of a probate court 
order on any outstanding libel for divorce or on any outstanding 
petition for separate support to the extent of any aid which may 
have been authorized by the department. Said department shall 
institute contempt proceedings under the provisions of section 
thirty-four A of chapter two hundred and fifteen in the name of 
the recipient in the event that any order of support made by the 
probate court concerning any recipient under a petition for 
separate support or a libel for-divorce has not been complied 
with. If no probate court order is outstanding, the department 
shall in its own name apply for a complaint and initiate nonsup-
port proceedings in the appropriate district court under section 
one of chapter two hundred and seventy-three. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 
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Chap. 926. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TRUSTEES OF THE TEWKSBURY 
HOSPITAL TO CONVEY CERTAIN LAND IN THE TOWN OF 
TEWKSBURY TO FREDERICK BALDWIN, JR. IN EXCHANGE 
FOR CERTAIN OTHER LAND IN SAID TOWN. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows; 
The trustees of the Tewksbury hospital, acting for and on 

behalf of the commonwealth, are hereby authorized to convey to 
Frederick Baldwin, Jr. of the town of Tewksbury, by a quit 
claim deed approved as to form by the attorney general, a certain 
parcel of land shown as "Lot 14" on a plan entitled: "Plan of 
Land in Tewksbury, Mass. drawn for Frederick Baldwin, Jr. 
July, 1976 1" = 40'," said parcel being bounded and described as 
follows:-

NORTHEASTERLY: by Livingston Street in courses of 81.70 
feet, 47.35 feet, 153.45 feet, 118.08 feet, 82.00 feet, 20.19 feet 
and 41.00 feet; 

SOUTHWESTERLY: by land now or formerly of the B&M 
Railroad, 629.10 feet; 

NORTHWESTERLY: by land now or formerly of Yee Ark 
Sing and Mee Ark Lee, in courses of 3.51 feet, 225.34 feet, 70.54 
feet, 61.54 feet, 104.54 feet and 7.62 feet. 

Containing 2.9989 acres according to said plan. 
Said land was conveyed to the commonwealth by C.H. Tucker 

in 1899 and recorded in the registry of deeds in the county of 
Middlesex, Book 309, Page 269. 

In consideration of such conveyance, said Frederick Baldwin, 
Jr. shall convey to the commonwealth a certain parcel of land in 
the town of Tewksbury shown on a plan of land entitled "Plan of 
Land in Tewksbury, Mass., drawn for Frederick Baldwin, Jr. 
June, 1976 1" = 40 , " said parcel being bounded and described 
as follows: 

SOUTHEASTERLY: by East Street in courses of 44.84 feet 
and 58.64 feet; 

SOUTHWESTERLY: by land of the commonwealth of Massa
chusetts in courses of 816.81 feet and 238.15 feet; 

NORTHWESTERLY: by land now or formerly of the grantor, 
in courses of 46.75 feet and 46.17 feet; 

NORTHEASTERLY: by land of the commonwealth of Massa
chusetts in courses of 255.00 feet and 879.27 feet. 

Containing 2.13 acres according to said plan. 

Approved January 3,1978. 
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Chap. 927. AN ACT RESTRUCTURING THE STATE BALLOT LAW COM
MISSION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Sections twenty-nine to thirty-two inclusive, of 

chapter six of the General Laws are hereby repealed. 
SECTION 2. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby amend

ed by striking out section 7, as most recently amended by chapter 
306 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing section :-

Section 7. Every voter signing a nomination paper shall sign in 
person as registered or substantially as registered, and shall state 
the address where he currently is living with street and number, 
if any, and his address on January first preceding, if different, 
but any voter who is prevented by physical disability from 
writing may authorize some person to write his name and resi
dence in his presence; and, except as provided in section three of 
chapter fifty-four A, every voter may sign as many nomination 
papers for each office as there are persons to be elected thereto, 
and no more. 

Every nomination paper of a candidate for a city or town of
fice shall be submitted to the registrars of the city or town where 
the signers appear to be voters on or before five o'clock post meri
dian of the seventh day preceding the day on which it must be 
filed with the city or town clerk. Every nomination paper of a 
candidate for a state office shall be submitted to the registrars of 
the city or town where the signers appear to be voters on or 
before five o'clock post meridian of the twenty-eighth day 
preceding the day on which it must be filed with the state 
secretary; and certification of nomination papers of candidates 
for state office shall be completed no later than the seventh day 
before the final day for filing said papers with the state secretary. 

Every initiative and referendum petition paper shall be sub
mitted to the registrars of the city or town where the signers ap
pear to be voters on or before five o'clock post meridian of the 
fourteenth day preceding the day on which it must be filed with 
the state secretary; and certification of initiative and referendum 
petition forms shall be completed no later than the second day 
before the final day for filing said papers with the state secretary. 
In the case of special elections, every nomination paper shall be 
submitted to the registrars of the city or town where the signers 
appear to be voters on or before five o'clock post meridian in the 
afternoon of the seventh day preceding the day on which it must 
be filed with the state secretary; and certification of nomination 
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papers of candidates shall be completed no later than the twenty-
four hours before the final hour for filing said papers with the 
state secretary. 

Each nomination paper shall be marked with the date and 
time it was submitted and such papers shall be certified in order 
of submission. In each case the registrars shall check each name 
to be certified by them on the nomination paper and shall forth
with certify thereon the number of signatures so checked which 
are names of voters both in the city or town and in the district for 
which the nomination is made, and only names so checked shall 
be deemed to be names of qualified voters for the purposes of 
nomination. The registrars shall place next to each name not 
checked symbols designated by the state secretary indicating the 
reason that name was disqualified. The registrars shall certify a 
number of names that are required to make a nomination, in
creased by two fifths thereof, if they are submitted in a timely 
manner for a certification. 

The state secretary need not receive nomination papers for a 
candidate after receiving such papers containing a sufficient 
number of certified names to make a nomination, increased by 
two fifths thereof. 

For the purposes of this section a registered voter who in sign
ing his name to a nomination paper inserts a middle name or in
itial in, or omits a middle name or initial from, his name as 
registered shall be deemed to have signed his name substantially 
as registered. If the registrars can reasonably determine from the 
form of the signature the identity of the duly registered voter, the 
name shall be deemed to have been signed substantially as 
registered. The provisions of the preceding paragraphs shall ap
ply in all cases where any statute, special act, or home rule 
charter requires the certification of the signature of a voter by 
boards of registrars of voters. Signatures shall not be certified on 
nomination papers or initiative and referendum petitions from 
more than one city or town per sheet. 

Nomination papers for candidates for the presidential primary 
shall be submitted to said registrars on or before five o'clock post 
meridian of the fourteenth day before the final date for filing 
said papers with the state secretary, and certification of said 
papers shall be completed no later than the seventh day before 
the final day for filing said papers with the state secretary; except 
that nomination papers for candidates for state, ward, and town 
committees shall be submitted to said registrars on or before five 
o'clock post meridian on the eleventh day before the final day for 
filing with the state secretary and certification shall be com-
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pleted no later than the fourth day before the final day for filing 
said papers with the state secretary. 

SECTION 3. Section 10 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended by 
striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended by sec
tion 1A of chapter 920 of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place 
thereof the following paragraph :-

All certificates of nomination and nomination papers of candi
dates for the office of state representative, state senator, execu
tive council, or county office shall be filed with the state secre
tary on or before the last Tuesday in May of the year in which a 
state election is to be held. Certificates of nomination or nomina
tion papers for the office of senator in congress, representative in 
congress, governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, 
treasurer and receiver general, state auditor and state secretary, 
shall be filed on or before the first Tuesday in June of the year in 
which a state election is to be held. If there is a special election to 
fill the office of representative in congress, all certificates of 
nomination and nomination papers shall be filed on or before the 
tenth Tuesday preceding the day of such election. If there is a 
special election to fill any other state office, all certificates of 
nomination and nomination papers shall be filed on or before the 
ninth Tuesday preceding the day of such election. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 11, as most recently amended by chapter 135 
of the acts of 1956, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section:-

Section 11. When certificates of nomination and nomination 
papers have been filed, and are in apparent conformity with the 
law, they shall be valid unless written objections are made. Such 
objections shall be filed, as to state offices, with the state 
secretary, and, as to city or town offices, with the city or town 
clerk in accordance with the provisions of chapter fifty-five B. 

SECTION 5. Sections twelve and twelve A of said chapter fifty-
three are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 6. Section 20 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended by 
striking out the sentence added by section 1 of chapter 352 of the 
acts of 1975 and inserting in place thereof the following 
sentence:- Petition forms for such applications submitted under 
section nineteen shall be made available for use on or before the 
fifteenth Tuesday preceding the final date for filing as provided 
in section twenty-one. 

SECTION 7. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 22A, as most recently amended by section 2 of 
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said chapter 352, and inserting in place thereof the following sec
tion :-

Section 22A. The provisions of law relative to the signing of 
nomination papers of candidates for state office, and to the iden
tification and certification of names thereon and submission to 
the registrars therefor, shall apply, so far as apt, to the signing of 
initiative and referendum petitions and to the identification and 
certification of names thereon, and, except as otherwise pro
vided, to the time of their submission to the registrars. Initiative 
or referendum petition forms shall be made available no later 
than the fourteenth day after the date such petitions are filed 
with the state secretary by the first ten signers; provided, how
ever, that in the instance of petitions filed under the provisions of 
section three or section four of that part of Article XLVIII of the 
Amendments of the Constitution under the heading "THE 
REFERENDUM. III. Referendum Petitions.", the petition 
forms shall be made available no later than the fourteenth day 
after a summary has been prepared. Registrars shall receipt in 
writing for each initiative or referendum petition submitted to 
and received by them, and shall deliver such petitions only on 
receiving written receipts therefor. Each initiative and referen
dum petition shall state the last day and hour for filing such peti
tions with the registrars and with the state secretary. 

SECTION 8. Section twenty-six of said chapter fifty-three is 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION 9. The seventh paragraph of section 34 of said 
chapter 53, as most recently amended by chapter 380 of the acts 
of 1974, is hereby further amended by striking out the fourth 
sentence and inserting in place thereof the following two 
sentences:- Against the name of each such candidate there shall 
be printed, if the candidate requests, a statement in not more 
than eight words setting forth any of the following public offices 
which he holds or has held: those offices which are voted for at 
state primaries, mayor, city councillor, alderman, town coun
cillor, selectman, and school committee member. The statement 
shall clearly indicate that he is a former incumbent thereof if 
such is the case and, if he is an elected incumbent of an office for 
which he seeks renomination, that he is a candidate for such 
renomination; and if he is a veteran as defined in section twenty-
one of chapter thirty-one, the word "veteran" may be included in 
the eight word statement. 

SECTION 10. Section 45 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended 
by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended by 
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section 2 of chapter 329 of the acts of 1977, and inserting in place 
thereof the following paragraph:-

Every nomination paper shall state, in addition to the name of 
the candidate, (1) his residence, with street and number thereof, 
if any, (2) the office for which he is nominated, and (3) the 
political party whose nomination he seeks, and the paper may 
state, in not more than eight words, any of the following public 
offices which he holds or has held: those offices which are voted 
for at state primaries, mayor, city councillor, alderman, town 
councillor, selectman, and school committee member. The state
ment shall clearly indicate that he is a former incumbent thereof 
if such is the case and, if he is an elected incumbent of an office 
for which he seeks renomination that he is a candidate for such 
renomination. If he is a veteran, as defined in section twenty-one 
of chapter thirty-one, the word "veteran" may be included in the 
eight-word statement. This information, in addition to the 
district name or number, if any, shall be stated on the nomina
tion paper before any signature of a purported registered voter is 
obtained and the circulation of nomination papers without such 
information is prohibited. 

SECTION 11. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 46, as most recently amended by section 3 of 
chapter 329 of the acts of 1977, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:-

Section 46. Every nomination paper of a candidate for a city 
or town office shall be submitted, on or before five o'clock post 
meridian of the seventh day preceding the day on which it must 
be filed, to the registrars of the city or town in which the signers 
appear to be voters. Every nomination paper of a candidate for 
state office shall be submitted on or before five o'clock post meri
dian of the twenty-eighth day preceding the day on which it 
must be filed with the state secretary to the registrars of the city 
or town in which the signers appear to be voters. Every nomina
tion paper of a candidate for the presidential primaries shall be 
submitted on or before five o'clock post meridian of the four
teenth day preceding the day on which it must be filed, except 
that each nomination paper of a candidate for election to state, 
ward, and town committees shall be so submitted on or before 
five o'clock post meridian of the eleventh day preceding the day 
on which it must be filed. Each nomination paper shall be 
marked with the date and time it was submitted and such papers 
shall be certified in order of submission. Said registrars shall 
check each name to be certified by them on the nomination 
paper and shall forthwith certify thereon the number of sig-



ACTS, 1977. — Chap. 927. 1303 

natures so checked which are names of voters both in the city or 
town and in the district for which the nomination is made, and 
who are not enrolled in any other party than that whose nomina
tion the candidate seeks, and only names so checked shall be 
deemed to be names of qualified voters for the purpose of 
nomination. The registrars shall place next to each name not 
checked symbols indicating the reason that name was dis
qualified. The certification of voters shall be signed by a majority 
of the board of registrars. 

The registrars shall inform the candidate submitting such 
papers if the designation of the district only in which he seeks of
fice is incorrect, and shall give said candidate the opportunity to 
insert the correct designation on such papers before the signa
tures are certified. The registrars shall, if the candidate so 
desires, allow a change of district on the nomination papers in 
the presence of the candidate whose name appears on the nomi
nation papers, and the registrar and the candidate shall both in
itial the change of district so made and further shall in writing 
explain the change of district causing three copies to be made, 
one of each for the registrar and candidate and one to be at
tached to the nomination papers. If the correct district designa
tion is not so inserted, the nomination papers shall not be ap
proved. In no case may a correction be made to change the office 
for which such candidate is nominated. 

The provisions of section seven relative to the number of names 
to be certified and received shall apply to such papers. For the 
purpose of certifying the names on primary nomination papers 
the registrars shall hold meetings on the four Tuesdays next 
preceding the seventh day before the final day on which such 
papers are required to be filed with the state secretary, except 
that for presidential primaries, the meetings for certifying papers 
for candidates for state, ward and town committees shall be held 
on the four Tuesdays next preceding the fourth day before the 
final day for filing said papers with the state secretary, except 
that the fifth Tuesday shall be substituted for that Tuesday on 
which any city or town holds its local election. 

No person shall be a candidate for nomination for more than 
one office; but this shall not apply to candidates for membership 
in political committees. 

SECTION 12. Section 47 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended 
by striking out the last sentence, added by section 3 of chapter 
352 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the follow
ing sentence:- Nomination papers for use in the nomination of 
candidates for all offices shall be available for use on or before 
the fifteenth Tuesday preceding the date for filing as provided in 
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section forty-eight, except in the case of primaries before special 
elections. 

SECTION 12A. Section 48 of said chapter 53 is hereby amended 
by striking out the third paragraph, as appearing in section 12 of 
chapter 600 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the 
following paragraph :-

All certificates of nomination and nomination papers of candi
dates for the office of state representative, state senator, execu
tive council, or county office shall be filed with the state 
secretary on or before the last Tuesday in May of the year in 
which a state election is to be held. Certificates of nomination or 
nomination papers for the office of senator in congress, represen
tative in congress, governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, treasurer and receiver general, state auditor and state 
secretary, shall be filed on or on before the first Tuesday in June 
of the year in which a state election is to be held. In the case of 
primaries before special elections, such nomination papers shall 
be filed on or before the fifth Tuesday preceding the day of the 
primaries. The state secretary shall forthwith issue to the can
didate or other person filing such nomination papers a certificate 
acknowledging the time and date of the receipt thereof. 

SECTION 13. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 53A, as most recently amended by section 19 
of chapter 473 of the acts of 1938, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section:-

Section 53A. When nominations at the state primaries are in 
apparent conformity with law, they shall be valid unless written 
objections are made thereto in accordance with the provisions of 
chapter fifty-five B. A person nominated at such primaries may 
withdraw his name from nomination by a request signed and 
duly acknowledged by him and filed with the state secretary 
within the time prescribed in said chapter fifty-five B for filing 
objections to such nominations. 

SECTION 14. The General Laws are hereby amended by insert
ing after chapter 55A the following chapter:-

Chapter 55B. 
The State Ballot Law Commission. 

Section 1. There shall be a state ballot law commission con
sisting of five persons to be appointed by the governor, one of 
whom shall be a retired justice of the supreme judicial court, ap
peals court, superior court or district courts of the com-
monweallh who shall be chairman. The chairman shall serve for 
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a term of one year from February first of the year in which he 
was appointed and may be reappointed for further terms. The 
other members of said commission shall serve for terms of two 
years from February first of the year in which they were ap
pointed and may be reappointed for further terms. 

No more than three members of the commission shall be mem
bers of the same political party. 

Vacancies occurring during the term of any member shall be 
filled for the unexpired term by the governor within sixty days of 
the occurrence of said vacancy. The governor may remove any 
member of the commission. 

The state secretary shall serve as the secretary of the commis
sion. 

Section 2. No member of said commission shall hold any 
public office except that of justice of the peace, notary public, or 
be a candidate for public office, or member or employee of any 
political committee. If any member of the commission shall be 
nominated as a candidate for public office and shall not in 
writing decline said nomination within three days, he shall be 
deemed to have vacated his office as a member of said commis
sion. 

Section 3. The members of the commission shall each be paid 
such compensation for their services not exceeding twenty-five 
hundred dollars annually, as the governor may determine, and 
shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the per
formance of their duties. The chairman of the commission shall 
cause the proceedings thereof to be recorded by a competent 
stenographer and for such purpose and other necessary expendi
tures of the commission for clerical assistance may expend such 
sums as may be appropriated therefor. 

Section 4. The commission may investigate the legality, 
validity, completeness and accuracy of all nomination papers 
and actions required by law to give candidates access to a state 
ballot or to place a referendum question on a ballot in the com
monwealth. 

The commission shall be responsible for all matters relating to 
ballot access, including but not limited to, the constitutional 
qualifications of any nominee for state, national or county office; 
the certificates of nomination or nomination papers filed in any 
presidential primary, state primary and election, or special state 
primary or election, the withdrawal of nomination for any state, 
county, or federal office after the time to do so has expired or any 
ineffective withdrawal; the filing of nomination papers under a 
false name, or ficticious nominees; and the fraudulent or forged 
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signing of statewide or municipal initiative and referendum peti
tions. 

The commission may summon witnesses, administer oaths, 
and require the production of books, records and papers at a 
hearing before it upon any matter within its jurisdiction. 

Witnesses shall be summoned in the same manner, .be paid the 
same fees, and be subject to the same penalties as witnesses in 
civil cases before the courts. Any member may sign a summons or 
administer an oath. In the event that said commission fails to 
render its decision within the time required in this chapter on 
any matter so referred, the state secretary shall, notwithstanding 
such failure, proceed forthwith to cause to be printed the ballots 
for such primaries or elections. Petitions for judicial review of 
decisions of the commission, under the provisions of chapter 
thirty A, shall be filed in the court within five days after receipt 
of the notice of the final decision of said commission. The com
mission shall establish rules of procedure in conformance with 
the provisions of chapter thirty A governing the conduct of hear
ings and investigations which shall be made available in printed 
form to each party prior to appearance or testimony before the 
commission. 

Section 5. Objections to certificate of nomination and 
nomination papers for candidates for senator in congress and 
representative in congress, governor, lieutenant governor, at
torney general, treasurer and receiver general, state auditor, 
state secretary, state representative, state senator, executive 
council, and county offices, shall be filed with the state 
secretary's office within seventy-two hours, succeeding five 
o'clock post meridian of the last day fixed for filing nomination 
papers except for objections made by a candidate to his own 
papers with respect to signature certifications. 

Candidates challenging the certification signatures on their 
own nomination papers shall do so in accordance with the provi
sions of section six. 

Objections that signatures appearing on an initiative or 
referendum petition have been forged or placed thereon by fraud 
and that in consequence thereof the petition has not been signed 
by a sufficient number of qualified voters actually supporting 
such petition, as required by the constitution, or any other objec
tion relating to signatures on such petitions, may be filed with 
the state secretary not later than five o'clock post meridian on the 
thirtieth day succeeding the last day for filing such initiative peti
tion. Objections that the supplemental signatures necessary to 
place an initiative petition on the ballot after rejection by the 
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legislature, have been forged or placed thereon by fraud and that 
in consequence thereof the petition has not been signed by a suf
ficient number of qualified voters actually supporting such peti
tion, or any other objection relating to signatures on such peti
tions, as required by the constitution shall be filed not later than 
five o'clock post meridian on the seventh day succeeding the last 
day for filing such additional signatures. 

Objections to nominations at state primaries shall be filed with 
the state secretary within six days succeeding five o'clock in the 
afternoon of the day of holding such primaries. 

Objections to nomination papers of candidates to be voted for 
at primaries or general elections may be made by any registered 
voter of the district in which a candidate seeks nomintion. Such 
objection shall not be valid unless it contains the voting address 
of the person filing the objections, as shown upon the current an
nual register of voters. 

Objections to signatures appearing on an initiative or referen
dum question may be made by any registered voter of the com
monwealth. 

Such objections shall contain in detail each ground for protest 
with respect to said nomination papers, initiative and referen
dum petitions or primary nominations. Each objection, or objec
tions by any person to any candidate or initiative referendum 
petition shall be accompanied by a nonreturnable filing fee of 
twenty-five dollars. If the commission declines jurisdiction of 
such objection the filing fee shall be returned. 

Anyone filing an objection under this section shall not later 
than the day after which it is filed, mail by registered or certified 
mail, return receipt requested, a copy of such objection as filed 
with the commission to the candidate against whose nomination 
papers, initiative and referendum petition or primary nomina
tion, such objection is made. Failure to do so shall invalidate any 
objection filed with the commission. 

No objection shall be considered by the commission unless such 
objection is accompanied by a certificate of voter registration 
issued by the board of registrars of voters, or the clerk of the 
same, where the person filing the objection resides, stating that 
he is a registered voter in the district of the candidate being 
challenged. 

The certificate of registration shall be substantially as follows: 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Certificate of Voter Registration 

We hereby certify that a registered 
voter at is a registered voter. 

(Street #, Ward & Prect.) 
Clerk of Board of Registrars of Voters 

or 
Election Commissioners of 

(City-Town) 

All objections filed under this section shall be forwarded to the 
commission by the state secretary. 

Section 6. Any candidate who has filed nomination papers 
with the local registrars and who has an insufficient number of 
certified signatures for nomination to the office sought, or, any 
candidate who has enough signatures certified for nomination 
but only has ten per cent or less certified signatures in excess of 
the number needed for nomination may request a review of the 
signatures he filed by making written application to the 
registrars. Said application shall list the signatures not previously 
certified by the registrars on which the candidate is requesting a 
review. Local registrars, upon receipt of any such written re
quest shall review the signatures appealed by the candidate and 
correct any errors or mistakes in certification. Review and cor
rections shall be completed no later than twenty-four hours 
before the final hour for filing said papers with the state 
secretary. Candidates may request only one review. Said ap
plication shall be submitted to the registrars no later than forty-
eight hours after the last day for the registrars to certify nomina
tion papers. 

Local registrars shall be responsible for defending their actions 
with respect to original certification, reviews and corrections. A 
candidate who has a deficient number of signatures or who still 
has ten per cent or less signatures in excess of the number needed 
for nomination, after completion of the review process, and who 
has filed his papers with the state secretary by five o'clock post 
meridian of the last day for filing such nomination papers may 
appeal from the decision of the local registrar to the superior 
court of the county in which the candidate is a resident; pro
vided, however, that if such superior court is not holding a civil 
session the superior court of Suffolk county. Such appeal shall be 
in the form of a civil action and shall be filed within seventy-two 
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hours of the last day and time for filing nomination papers with 
the state secretary. 

The commission shall not have jurisdiction over any appeal 
brought under this section. 

Section 7. Objections to certificates of nomination papers for 
city offices shall be filed with the city clerk within forty-eight 
hours of the last day fixed for filing nomination papers, except 
where city charters provide otherwise. Objections to certificates 
of nomination or nomination papers for town offices shall be 
filed with the town clerk within twenty-four hours of the last day 
fixed for filing nomination papers, except where town charters 
provide otherwise. 

Objections filed with the city or town clerk shall forthwith be 
transmitted by him to the board authorized to hear such objec
tions as provided under this section. 

Objections to nomination for city offices, except in the city of 
Boston, shall be considered by the board of registrars and the city 
solicitors. 

Objections to nominations for town offices shall be considered 
by the board of registrars. Boards in cities and towns may, at 
hearings on such objections and questions, summon witnesses, 
administer oaths and .require the production of books, records 
and papers. Such witnesses shall be summoned in the same man
ner, be paid the same fees, and be subject to the same penalties 
for default, as witnesses in civil cases before the courts. A sum
mons may be signed, and an oath may be administered by any 
member of such board. 

When such objection has been filed, notice thereof shall be 
sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested 
forthwith, by the city or town clerk to the candidates affected 
thereby, addressed to their residences as given in the certificate 
of nomination or nomination papers, and to any party committee 
interested in the nomination to which such objection has been 
made. If more candidates bearing the same designation are 
nominated for an office, otherwise than by nomination papers, 
than are to be elected thereto, such boards shall determine the 
candidates, if any, entitled to such designation. Such boards shall 
render a decision on any matter referred to them, pertaining to 
certificates of nomination or nomination papers for any regular 
or special city or town primaries or any regular or special city or 
town election, or to withdrawals of nomination therefore, not 
later than four days after the last day fixed for filing objections to 
such certificates or papers, or for filing such withdrawals, as the 
case may be, under this chapter. 
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In the event that any such board fails to render within the 
aforesaid period its decision on any matter so referred, the city or 
town clerk shall, notwithstanding such failure, proceed forth
with to cause to be printed the ballots of such primaries of elec
tions. 

Section 8. The commission with respect to objections to cer
tificates of nominations or nomination papers except those for a 
special primary or election shall by five o'clock post meridian of 
the Wednesday following the last day for filing such objections 
notify all parties involved that objection has been made to their 
certificates of nomination or nomination papers. 

The commission with respect to objections to signatures or in
itiative or referendum petitions shall by five o'clock post meri
dian of the Wednesday following the last day for such objections 
notify all parties involved that objection has been made to their 
initiative or referendum petition. 

The commission with respect to objections to supplemental 
signatures necessary to place an initiative petition on the ballot 
after rejection by the legislature shall by five o'clock post meri
dian of the Friday following the last day for filing such objections 
notify all parties involved that objection has been made to their 
additional signatures. 

The commission with respect to objections to nominations at 
state primaries, except special primaries shall by five o'clock post 
meridian of the Tuesday following the last day for filing such ob
jections notify all candidates affected thereby that objection has 
been made to their nomination. 

Notification shall be by registered or certified mail, return 
receipt requested. All notifications shall contain in detail the ob
jections made, as well as the date, time, and the location of said 
hearing. Notifications shall be addressed to the residences as 
given in the certificates of nomination, nomination papers, and 
to the initial ten signers of a petition as the case may be. In addi
tion, such notification shall also contain the rules or procedure 
that will be used in conducting said hearings. 

Section 9. Hearings on objections to certificates, nomination 
or nomination papers shall not be held prior to the second Mon
day following the Friday for filing such objections. 

Hearings on objections to signatures on initiative or referen
dum petitions shall not be held prior to the second Monday 
following the last day for filing such objections. 

Hearings on objections to supplemental signature filings for in
itiative petitions shall not be held prior to the first Wednesday 
following the last day for filing such objections. 
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Hearings on objections to nominations at state primaries shall 
not be held prior to the Monday following the last day for filing 
such objections. 

Section 10. The commission shall render a decision on any 
matter referred to it, pertaining to certificates of nomination or 
nomination papers for any presidential or biennial state pri
maries or any biennial state election or to withdrawals of nomi
nation therefore, not later than five o'clock post meridian on the 
twenty-first day after the last day fixed for filing objections to 
such certificates or papers or for filing such withdrawals, as the 
case may be, under the provisions of this chapter. The commis
sion shall render a decision on any matter referred to it pertain
ing to nominations made at biennial state primaries, not later 
than five o'clock post meridian on the fourteenth day after the 
last day fixed for filing objections to such nominations. 

The commission shall render a decision on any matter referred 
to it, pertaining to objections that signatures appearing on an in
itiative or referendum petition have been forged or placed there
on by fraud and that in consequence thereof the petition has not 
been signed by a sufficient number of qualified voters actually 
supporting such petition, as required by the constitution, no later 
than the twenty-first day after the last day fixed for filing objec
tions to such signatures. The commission shall render a decision 
on any objection filed with respect to the supplemental filing of 
signatures for initiative petition to be placed on the ballot after 
the rejection by the legislature of such petition no later than five 
o'clock post meridian in the afternoon on the fourteenth day 
after the last day fixed for filing objections to such signatures. 

The commission shall render a decision on any matter referred 
to it pertaining to certificates of nomination or nomination 
papers for any special state primary or special state election not 
later than five o'clock post meridian in the afternoon on the 
fourth day after the last day fixed for filing objections to such cer
tificates or papers. 

Section 11. If objection is filed under section five or section 
seven by a person duly nominated for any state, city or town of
fice alleging that an apparent nomination for the same office is a 
fictitious or nonexisting person or that the name under which a 
person has been apparently nominated for such office is not his 
true name, the commission or the proper board named in section 
six shall summon the apparent nominee to appear before it and 
submit to examination. If no person appears in response to such 
summons or if a person representing himself to be the nominee 
appears and after a hearing the commission or board is satisfied 
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that the allegations contained in such objection are true, the 
commission or board shall sustain the objection and vacate the 
nomination. 

Section 12. The commission shall be required to keep records 
of all decisions and an official transcript of all proceedings of the 
hearings. These documents shall be stored in the public records 
division of the state secretary. The commission shall upon writ
ten request provide any person appealing a decision by the com
mission a copy of the transcript from hearings pertaining to his 
case, in accordance with rules and regulations established in con
formance with chapter thirty A. All records and transcripts of 
the commission shall be open to the public. 

SECTION 15. The term of office of the members of the state 
ballot law commission, in office upon the effective date of this 
act, shall expire on February first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-eight. 

SECTION 16. Of the members of the state ballot law commis
sion first appointed under section one of chapter fifty-five B of 
the General Laws, inserted by section fifteen of this act, two 
shall be appointed for a term expiring February first,'nineteen 
hundred and seventy-nine and two for terms expiring February 
first, nineteen hundred and eighty and their successors shall be 
appointed for a term of two years. 

SECTION 17. The provisions of this act are severable. If any 
provisions of this act or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held unconstitutional or invalid by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, the application of such provision to any 
other person or circumstance or the application of the remaining 
provisions of this act shall not be impaired. 

SECTION 18. This act shall take effect as of January first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-nine. 

Approved January 3, 1978. 

Chap. 928. AN ACT CHANGING THE NAME OF THE LOWER PIONEER 
VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY TO PIONEER 
VALLEY REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The eighth clause of the second paragraph of sec

tion 2 of chapter 161B of the General Laws, as appearing in sec
tion 1 of chapter 1141 of the acts of 1973, is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 1, the heading, and inserting in place thereof 
the following heading:- "The Pioneer Valley Transit Authority". 


