
SENATE .... No. 538
To accompany the petition of James C, Scanlan that provision be

made for the establishment of the Massachusetts Commission on
Interstate Co-operation, State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five,

An Act establishing the Massachusetts Commission on
Interstate Co-operation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter three of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding at end thereof, under the heading
4 MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION ON INTERSTATE CO-OP-

-5 eration, the following two new sections:
6 Section 56. There is hereby established the Massa-
-7 chusetts Commission on Interstate Co-operation, in
8 this and the following section called the commission,
9 to consist of fifteen members, to wit: five senators

10 to be designated by the president of the senate, five
11 representatives to be designated by the speaker of
12 the house of representatives, and five state officials
13 to be designated by the governor, one of whom shall
14 be designated by the governor as chairman of the
15 commission. Vacancies shall be filled and replace-
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16 ments made in the commission at the pleasure of the
17 president, speaker and governor, respectively. The
18 members shall receive no additional compensation,
19 but shall be reimbursed for their expenses actually
20 incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder
21 from such appropriations as may be made. It shall
22 be the duty of the commission to render more effective
23 the participation of this commonwealth in the Coun-
-24 cil of State Governments, with a view to the establish-
-25 ment and maintenance of governmental machinery to
26 facilitate communication, negotiation, understanding
27 and co-operation between the commonwealth of
28 Massachusetts and the other states of the Union,
29 both regionally and nationally. The commission shall
30 report to the governor and to the general court on
31 the first day of each annual legislative session and at
32 such other times as it deems proper. It may employ
33 a secretary and such other assistants as may be neces-
-34 sary in the performance of its duties, or it may share
35 the expense of such employment with similar com-
-36 missions of other states.
37 Section 57. The five members of the commission
38 designated by the president of the senate and the five
39 members designated by the speaker of the house of
40 representatives shall respectively constitute the com-

-41 mittee on interstate co-operation of the senate and
42 the house committee on interstate co-operation.
43 They shall be standing committees of their respective
44 branches, shall function both during regular sessions
45 thereof and during the recess, and shall constitute the
46 Massachusetts Councils of the American Legislators’
47 Association.

1 Section 2. The state secretary shall forthwith
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2 communicate the text of this act to the governor and
3 to the legislature of each of the other states of the
4 Union, with the respectful request for the enactment
5 by each such legislature of a measure similar to this
6 act, thus establishing similar commissions with like
7 powers and duties, and thus joining with this com-
-8 monwealth in the common cause of reducing the
9 burdens which are imposed upon citizens by govern-

-10 mental confusion, competition, and conflict.




