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Department of Correction,
State House, Boston, December 4, 1935,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In compliance with General Laws, Tercentenary Edi-

tion, chapter 30, section 33, I have the honor to submit
herewith such portions of my annual report for the year
1935 (Pub. Doc. No. 115) as embody recommendations
for legislation, accompanied by drafts of bills to covei
said recommendations.

Recommendations
1. Interstate Compacts for the Prevention of Crime.

Through the passage by Congress of the Sommers-
Ashurst Bill and its approval by the President, it has
become possible for the several States of the United
States to enter into compacts, after appropriate legisla-
tion has been passed, in the supervision of probationers
and parolees, to the end that a great amount of crime,
loss of life and property might be saved.

The bill recommended has been drawn substantially in
accord with legislation already passed in Indiana, Illinois,
and some six or eight other States. It conforms with the
recommendations of the Central States Parole Associa-
tion.

2. Transfer of Defective Delinquents.
It seems advisable to have legislation enacted to make

it possible in certain instances for the Commissioner of
Correction to return defective delinquents to the place of
their original sentence.
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Appointment in the Prison Service.
I feel that the minimum age of 25 for entrance in the

prison service is too high and therefore am asking that
legislation be passed to reduce it to 22 years.

4. Dates of Certain Reports.
Legislation was enacted last year changing the statis-

tical year for the receipt of court returns to the Depart-
ment of Correction to conform with the calendar year.
The bill introduced herewith makes certain other changes
in the statutes, so that all statistical tables in the annual
report of the Department may cover a uniform period.

5. Position of Director of Physical Training.
Appointments to the institutions should be made in

all instances by the head of the institution. The present
bill provides that the director of physical training of the
Massachusetts Reformatory shall be appointed by the
superintendent of the institution and not by the Com-
missioner of Correction.

6. Compulsory Retirement of Certain Prison Officers.
The accompanying bill is introduced in the interests of

more efficient prison service.

3. Reduction in the Minimum Age Requirement for

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Commissioner of Correction


