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To the General Court of Massachusetts

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
there is submitted herewith such part of the annual report
of the Commissioner of Mental Diseases (Pub. Doc.
No. 117) as contains recommendations or suggestions
for legislative action, accompanied by drafts of bills.

WINFRED OVERHOLSER,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner of Mental Disease
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1. Registry of Mental Defectives.
The purpose of this proposal is to make a registry

maintained by the Department, and known as a Regis-
try of the Feebleminded, more useful under appropriate
safeguards.

RECOMMENDATIONS

2. Funds of Persons now or formerly under the

Supervision op the Department of Mental
Diseases.

This proposal is desired to confer upon the Department
of Mental Diseases the same rights and duties relative to
the funds and valuables of patients under its immediate
supervision as are now' conferred upon the respective
institutions relative to their patients.

3. Reconveyance of Prisoners restored to Sanity.

This proposal is intended to simplify the procedure
under which a prisoner, committed to a mental hospital
for observation or as insane, may be returned to the
custody from which he was received.

4. Experts in Insanity.

In view of the frequency with which psychiatrists
appear in cases coming before the courts, and particularly
the criminal courts, and in view of the criticisms some-
times made relative to the testimony of unqualified per-
sons w'ho hold themselves out to be experts in mental
disease, it seems only proper that some minimum quali-
fications should be recognized in the law. The proposed
bill sets up requirements which may be considered as the
minimum which should be expected of a psychiatrist wTo
purports to qualify as an expert in mental diseases.


