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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act relative to Experts in Insanity.

1 Section one hundred, chapter one hundred and
2 twenty-three of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 adding at the end thereof the following sentence:
5 For the purposes of this section, an expert in insan-
-6 ity shall be a qualified physician, duly registered to
7 practice medicine within the commonwealth, who
8 has had either three years’ full-time practice in the
9 care and treatment of persons suffering from mental

10 disease or mental deficiency in a hospital or school
11 within or without the commonwealth providing for
12 the care of such persons and having accommodations
13 for not less than fifty such patients, or who has de-
-14 voted the five years immediately preceding to a prac-
-15 tice confined wholly or substantially to the care and
16 treatment of persons suffering from mental disease
17 or mental deficiency, —so as to read as follows:
18 Section 100. If a person under complaint or indict-
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19 meat for any crime is, at the time appointed for trial
20 or sentence, or at any time prior thereto, found by
21 the court to be insane or in such mental condition
22 that his commitment to an institution for the insane
23 is necessary for his proper care or observation pend-
-24 ing the determination of his insanity, the court may
25 commit him to a state hospital or to the Bridgewater
26 state hospital under such limitations, subject to the
27 provisions of section one hundred and five as it may
28 order. The court may in its discretion employ one
29 or more experts in insanity, or other physicians quali-
-30 fied as provided in section fifty-three, to examine the
31 defendant, and all reasonable expenses incurred shall
32 be audited and paid as in the case of other court ex-
-33 penses. A copy of the complaint or indictment and
34 of the medical certificates attested by the clerk shall
35 be delivered with such person in accordance with
36 section fifty-three. If reconveyed to jail or custody
37 under section one hundred and five, he shall be held
38 in accordance with the terms of the process by which
39 he was originally committed or confined. For the
40 purposes of this section, an expert in insanity shall
41 be a qualified physician, duly registered to practice
42 medicine within the commonwealth, who has had
43 either three years’ full-time practice in the care and
44 treatment of persons suffering from mental disease
45 or mental deficiency in a hospital or school within
46 or without the commonwealth providing for the care

47 of such persons and having accommodations for not
48 less than fifty such patients, or who has devoted the
49 five years immediately preceding to a practice con-
-50 fined wholly or substantially to the care and treat-
-51 ment of persons suffering from mental disease or

52 mental deficiency.


