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By Messrs. McHugh and Killgoar of Boston, petition of Lawrence
P. McHugh and George F. Killgoar that the total amount of “breaks”
in the pari-mutuel system of betting on horse and dog races be paid
to the Commonwealth. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing for the Payment to the Commonwealth
of the Total Amount of “Breaks”, so called, in the
Pari-Mutuel System of Betting on Horse or Dog Races.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 eight A of the General Laws, inserted by section three
3 of chapter three hundred and seventy-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, in the fortieth and forty-
-6 first lines, the words “plus such breaks”, by strik-
-7 ing out, in the forty-sixth line, the words “One half
8 of the” and inserting in place thereof the word:
9 The, and by striking out, in the forty-seventh and

10 forty-eighth lines the words “be retained by the li-
-11 censee, and one half shall”,-—so that the third and
12 fourth paragraphs of said section five will read as
13 follows: Each licensee shall pay to the commission
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14 on the day following each day of a horse or dog racing
15 meeting, a sum equal to three and one half per cent
16 of the total amount deposited on the preceding day
17 by the patrons so wagering, said three and one half
18 per cent to be paid from the ten and fifteen per cent
19 retained, as provided in this section, from the total
20 amount wagered. Each licensee may retain not to
21 exceed six and one half and eleven and one half per
22 cent as the licensee’s commission on the total of all
23 sums so deposited, such six and one half and eleven
24 and one half per cent to be retained from the ten and
25 fifteen per cent retained, as provided in this section
26 from the total amount wagered.
27 The odd cents over any multiple of ten cents other-
-28 wise payable to a patron wagering shall be paid to
29 the commission, on the day following each day of a
30 horse or dog racing meeting. Such odd cents shall in
31 this chapter be called the “breaks”.


