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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO DREDGING
WESTPORT RIVER IN WESTPORT.

[Harbors and Public Lands.]

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street, Boston, November 30, 1935.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 29, Re-
solves of 1935, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to the
advisability of dredging the Westport River in the town
of Westport.

Chapter 29, Resolves of 1935, follows:

Cf)e Commontoealti) of sgaggacjnisetts

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the subject matter of current senate docu-
ment numbered three hundred and forty, relative to the dredging of
the Westport river in the town of Westport. Said department shall
report to the general court theresults of its investigation and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with estimates of cost and drafts of legis-
lation necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing
the same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the
first Wednesday of December in the current year.
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No appropriation was made to cover the cost of this
investigation other than the regular appropriations for
the activities of the Department.

Senate Document No. 340 would authorize the De-
partment to dredge a channel in the East branch of
Westport River, from Hicks Bridge in the town of
Westport to that part of the town known as Head of
Westport, to a depth of 3 feet at mean low water and
for a width of 15 feet. The distance between the two
points mentioned is about 21,180 feet, or approximately
4 miles.

A survey has been made by the Department of that
portion of the river just above Hicks Bridge, and of the
narrow portion of the river at the Head of Westport.
Supplementary information has been obtained from a
plan prepared by the United States Coast and Geodetic
Survey, showing soundings taken throughout the entire
area in 1934.

An examination of available charts indicates that there
is a natural channel, having a width of at least 50 feet
and a depth of 7 feet at mean low water, extending from
the sea northerly to a point about 2,800 feet above Hicks
Bridge. From that point northerly, a further distance of
1,800 feet, the channel is of the same width but only
about 5 feet in depth at mean low water.

Above this last point the channel is very narrow, and
it has many shoals with a controlling depth of only 1
foot at mean low water. Here the bottom is composed
largely of sand and boulders for a distance of about 5,660
feet, which could not be excavated with a hydraulic
dredge, so that it would be necessary to use a portable
crane and dispose of the material close to the channel or
load it on trucks for transportation. Below’ this point in
the river the water deepens considerably, so that a land
machine could not be used, but as the material is largely
sand and mud it could readily be excavated with a hy-
draulic dredge, the material being disposed of on the
shore.
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To use this type of dredge, however, would require a
channel at least 50 feet wide and 4 deep at mean low
water. To take a dredge of this type to the site of the
work will require the removing of a section of Hicks
Bridge, which is a fixed structure without a draw, and
which has a maximum head clearance of about 8 feet
above mean low water. Therefore, any estimate of cost
of dredging must include cost of removing and replacing
this bridge. The location of this bridge also prohibits
the use of a dipper dredge and scows, as there is no area
above the bridge where excavated material could be
disposed of from scows, and to tow material down river
would involve closing the bridge for duration of the work.

The estimated cost of the suggested dredging is as
follows:

Channel extending down river from Head of Westport, a
distance of 5,660 feet, width 15 feet, depth 3 feet at
mean low water:

$11,90011,900 cubic yards at $1
Add 10 per cent for engineering and incidental 1,190

$13,090
Channel extending down river from'end of 15-foot channel,

a distance of 10,920 feet, with a width of 50 feet and a
depth of 4 feet at mean low water:

54,000 cubic yards at 75 cents 140,500
Add 10 per cent for engineering and incidentals 4,050

44,550

Total estimated cost of channel $57,640

This portion of the East Branch of the Westport River
lying north of Hicks Bridge is used by comparatively
small boats, so that a depth of 3 feet at low tide with a
width of 15 feet would appear to be adequate for such
boats. It does not, however, appear practicable, on
account of the material to be dredged, the method neces-
sary, and the obstruction of the bridge, all of which add
greatly to the cost of dredging. The limited use and
demand for a channel in this locality does not appear to
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warrant the Department in advocating so large an
expenditure.

The Department therefore makes no recommendations
for legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Wm. F. Callahan,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Richard K. Hale,
Frank E. Lyman,

Associate Commissioners.


