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N o v e m b e r  26, 1935.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

The Commissioner of Conservation and the Commis
sioner of Public Health, acting jointly, are authorized and 
directed, under chapter 28 of the Resolves of 1935, to 
investigate and consider the desirability, feasibility and 
probable cost of developing Cedar Swamp Pond and ad
jacent territory in the town of M ilford, with a view to 
establishing the same as a state reservation or otherwise 
making the same available to the public for recreational 
purposes, and to promoting the public health.

Cedar Swamp Pond is an artificial pond lying wholly 
within the limits of the town of M ilford above Main 
Street near the thickly settled part of that town. It has 
an area of water surface when the pond is full (elevation
270.1 above mean sea level) of about 164.5 acres, and a 
drainage area of about 9.3 square miles, including the 
drainage area of the sources of water supply of the M il
ford Water Company. Under present conditions much



of the area of this pond consists of shallow flowage, there 
being only 6.5 acres having a depth greater than five feet.

At the time of the investigation under this resolve this 
pond had an unsightly appearance because of shallow 
flowage, and there was a disagreeable odor in its vicinity. 
Shortly after the investigation was started under the 
resolve the town of M ilford voted in town meeting to 
appropriate —

the sum of $35,000 for the purpose of meeting part of the cost of im
proving the Cedar Swamp Pond property, so called, now owned by 
the town, in accordance with plans drawn by the E. R. A. Engineering 
Department at Boston, Mass., and that to meet said appropriation, 
the treasurer, with the approval of the selectmen, be and hereby is 
authorized to borrow for a period and at such rate of interest as may 
be determined by the Emergency Finance Board, a sum not to exceed 
$35,000, and to issue bonds or notes of the town therefor, said bonds 
or notes to be payable in accordance with the provisions of chapter 
188 of the Acts of 1935; provided, however, the project therefor is 
approved by the Works Progress Administration, and a sum not less 
than $159,000 is allotted by it to pay the labor cost necessary to 
carry out said improvement; and provided, further, that the select
men, before proceeding with the construction of said project, shall 
save the town harmless from and on account of all land damages.

Under another article the town voted to appropriate —

the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of meeting part of the cost of 
constructing a dam in the Cedar Swamp Pond, in accordance with 
plans drawn by the E. R. A. Engineering Department at Boston, 
Mass., and that to meet said appropriation, the treasurer, with the 
approval of the selectmen, be and hereby is authorized to borrow for 
such period and at such rate of interest as may be determined by the 
Emergency Finance Board, a sum not to exceed $10,000, and to issue 
bonds or notes of the town therefor, said bonds or notes to be payable 
in accordance with the provisions of chapter 188 of the Acts of 193o, 
provided, however, the project therefor is approved by the YVorks 
Progress Administration, and a sum not less than $33,000 is a o ec 
by it to pay the labor cost necessary to carry out said construction; 
and provided, further, that the selectmen before proceeding with the 
construction of said project shall save the town harmless from ant 
on account of all land damages.

The recent investigation shows that it is p ra ct ica b le  

to improve the present conditions in Cedar Swamp o11



and its vicinity in the town of M ilford by  constructing a 
dam above M ain Street with a spillway at elevation
270.1 feet above mean sea level, this dam to be equipped 
with the necessary gates to care for any flood flows, and 
by reducing the amount of shallow flowage by  dredging. 
The Joint Board is of the opinion, however, that it is 
probably not feasible to remove all of the shallow flow
age by dredging, and, under the circumstances, the pond 
will be susceptible to growths of microscopical organisms 
and aquatic plants, the removal of which may be effected 
only by chemical treatment of the water which might 
have an unfavorable effect upon fish life. Accordingly, 
if the pond is developed for bathing it should be with the 
understanding that during periods of considerable growths 
of microscopical organisms and aquatic plants the use of 
the water for bathing or recreational purposes would be 
prevented, rather than to treat the water chemically in a 
manner which would have an unfavorable effect upon 
fish life.

Inasmuch as the pond is not a “ great p on d ”  and its 
development would benefit chiefly the inhabitants of a 
single town only, the Joint Board must recommend 
against appropriations of state funds in the development 
of this pond and must further recommend that, before 
funds for the development of the pond are expended by 
the town of M ilford, all water rights in the pond be 
acquired by the town.

Respectfully submitted,

SA M U EL A. Y O R K ,
Commissioner of Conservation.

H E N R Y  D. C H A D W IC K ,
Commissioner of Public Health.



E N G IN E E R ’S REPORT.

N o v e m b e r  26, 1935.

To the Joint Board for Investigation relative to the Development of Cedar 
Swamp Pond and Adjacent Territory in the Town, of Milford for 
Recreational and Other Purposes.

G e n t l e m e n : —  In response to your request in the 
matter of the development of Cedar Swamp Pond and 
adjacent territory in the town of Milford for recreational 
and other purposes, an investigation has been made by 
the Sanitary Engineering Division of the Department of 
Public Health, under the provisions of chapter 28 of the 
Resolves of 1935, which read as follows:

Resolved, That the commissioner of conservation and the commis
sioner of public health, acting jointly, are hereby authorized and 
directed to investigate the desirability, feasibility and probable cost 
of developing Cedar Swamp Pond and adjacent territory in the town 
of Milford, with a view to establishing the same as a state reservation 
or otherwise making the same available to the public for recreational 
purposes, and to promoting the public health. Said commissioners 
shall report to the general court the results of their investigation, and 
their recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation 
necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the same 
with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the first 
Wednesday of December in the current year.

This investigation was made with the assistance of the 
Federal E. R . A. M . Project No. XS-A1-U1, and con
sisted of sanitary surveys of the pond in question, such 
topographical surveys as were necessary, and analyses of 
the water of the pond and its tributaries.

REPORT.

Cedar Swamp Pond is an artificial pond on the Charles 
River, located just above Main Street near the thickly 
settled part of the town of Milford. It has a water sur
face of about 164.5 acres when full, and a drainage area,



including water surface, of about 9.3 square miles. This 
drainage area includes the Charles River, which receives 
the overflow from  Echo Lake in the town of Hopkinton. 
The wells used as sources of water supply by  the M ilford 
Water Com pany are located near the Charles River 
above Cedar Swamp Pond, and the river water after fil
tration is also used b y  this water company. The drain
age area of Cedar Swamp Pond also contains a stream 
draining a part of N orth M ilford. Of the total water
shed of 9.3 square miles, 69.9 per cent is located in the 
town of M ilford, 27.9 per cent in the town of Hopkinton, 
and 2.2 per cent in the town of Holliston. About 89.4 
per cent of the watershed consists of wooded areas, while 
9.0 per cent is used for residential purposes, and 1.6 per 
cent is used as pasture land and for farming purposes.

The following table shows the land usages in this area 
by towns:

T o w n .
Residential

Area.
W ooded 

Area (Square 
M iles).

Pasture 
and Culti

vated Area.

Total 
Land on 

Watershed.

H o l l i s t o n ....................................... - 0.20 - 0.2

Hopkinton . . . . . 0.06 2.33 0.03 2.42

M i l f o r d ....................................... 0.74 5.38 0.11 6.23

0.80 7.91 0.14 8.85

Percentage of total area 9.0 89.4 1 . 6 100.0

S a n i t a r y  S u r v e y  o f  W a t e r s h e d .

According to the 1934 E. R . A . census the population 
of the town of M ilford was 15,034, while the population 
residing on the watershed of Cedar Swamp Pond within 
the limits of the town was 3,295 persons, or 21.8 per cent 
of the population of the town. The recent examination 
of this watershed shows that the total population resid
ing within its limits is about 3,425 persons, or 368 persons 
per square mile. The sanitary survey of the watershed 
of Cedar Swamp Pond above Main Street in M ilford 
shows that there were no serious sources of pollution to 
the pond. On the westerly drainage area of the pond is a



residential area where most of the houses are connected 
to the sewerage system of the town of Milford, and also 
on the westerly shore of the pond adjacent thereto are 
two manufacturing establishments, viz., Archer Rubber 
Com pany and M ilford Foundry Company. Wastes from 
the plant of the former company are diverted to the 
sewerage system of the town. The Milford Foundry 
Com pany’s plant was closed at the time of the recent 
examination.

The easterly shore of Cedar Swamp Pond contains a 
residential area at the southerly end, sewage from which 
also is diverted to the sewerage system of the town.

The total sewered area of the watershed comprises 
some 282 acres and contains about 7.2 miles of sewers. 
Of the total population on the watershed of 3,425 per
sons, 2,560, or 74.7 per cent, reside in houses connected 
with the sewerage system. The sewage and sink drain
age of the remaining residences are disposed of in cess
pools or privies or other private works.

The sanitary survey of the watershed also disclosed a 
town dump on the easterly shore of the pond about 
three fourths of a mile above the dam, and an area of 
about forty acres set aside by two cemetery corporations 
on the northeasterly side of the pond.

That portion of the drainage area which includes the 
source of water supply of the Milford Water Company 
comprises about 3.5 square miles and is sparsely popu
lated, the total population included within the drainage 
area being estimated at about 215 persons. Because of 
the use of this area for water supply purposes, rules and 
regulations were adopted by this Department on August 
19, 1924, in accordance with section 160 of chapter 111 
of the General Laws, for the purpose of preventing the 
pollution and securing the sanitary protection of the 
water supply of the M ilford Water Company. Accoid- 
ingly, the water from this area is comparatively unpol
luted and of excellent quality for recreational purposes.

The watershed of the tributary entering Cedar Swamp 
Pond from the northwest has a drainage area of about 
3.9 square miles, and it is estimated that it contains a



population of 550 persons, or about 141 persons per 
square mile. Of the persons residing in this area it is 
estimated that 70, or 12.7 per cent, are served by the 
sewerage system. Sewage from the remainder is disposed 
of in cesspools and privies.

There were three houses located on Dilla Street on the 
northerly end of the pond which discharged sink drain
age and sewage directly into the pond.

P r e v i o u s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  R e l a t i v e  t o  I m p r o v i n g  
C e d a r  Sw a m p  P o n d .

In the matter of using Cedar Swamp Pond for recrea
tional purposes, the Department of Public Health, in 
answer to an application from  Honorable P. Eugene 
Casey, Senator, 4th W orcester District, sent a communi
cation dated M arch 22, 1935, approving the use of this 
pond for bathing and recreational purposes, but recom
mending that the elevation of the dam be raised to  permit 
a greater depth of water in the pond for bathing, and 
that bath-houses with suitable facilities in the form of 
shower baths and toilets be provided.

P r e s e n t  C o n d i t i o n  o f  C e d a r  S w a m p  P o n d .

An extensive study regarding the possible im prove
ments of Cedar Swamp Pond was made during the year 
1935 as an E. R. A. State Planning Project, under the 
auspices of the E. R. A. M . Project N o. XS-A1-U 1. 
This studjf included topographical surveys of the shores 
of the pond, preparation of plans and sketches with 
landscape drawings showing the possible development of 
the area about the pond for recreational purposes, and 
the use of the pond for boating and bathing. Their esti
mated cost for this work is as follows:

Road and p a r k w a y ........................................................$185,406
Granite arch b r i d g e ....................................................  291,753
Granite masonry d a m ....................................................  40,953
Playground and b e a c h e s ...........................................  39,351
Retaining walls and g r a d i n g .........................................162,610

Total c o s t ................................................................ 8720,073



As a result of the project survey the town of Milford 
submitted an application for Federal Works Progress 
Administration funds covering improvements of this 
pond at an estimated cost of $237,000, of which $45,000 
would be required for materials. This application pro
vided for —

1. The removal of approximately one hundred and twenty-five tree
stumps;

2. The erection of a grouted granite masonry dam to raise the water
level and create a pond;

3. The construction of grouted granite masonry retaining walls at
certain spots on the shore of the pond for the protection of abut
ting private property; and

4. The development of a park, athletic field and beach for recreational
purposes.

The vote of the town of M ilford at a town meeting held 
on September 16, 1935, relative to appropriations for 
carrying out this work reads as follows:

A r t ic l e  IV . —  Voted, That there be appropriated the sum of 
$35,000 for the purpose of meeting part of the cost of improving the 
Cedar Swamp Pond property, so called, now owned by the town, in 
accordance with plans drawn by the E. R. A. Engineering Department 
at Boston, Mass., and that to meet said appropriation, the treasurer, 
with the approval of the selectmen, be and hereby is authorized to 
borrow for a period and at such rate of interest as may be determined 
by the Emergency Finance Board, a sum not to exceed $35,000, and 
to issue bonds or notes of the town therefor, said bonds or notes to be 
payable in accordance with the provisions of chapter 188 of the Acts 
of 1935; provided, however, the project therefor is approved by the 
Works Progress Administration, and a sum not less than $159,000 
is allotted by it to pay the labor cost necessary to carry out said im
provement; and provided, further, that the selectmen, before pro
ceeding with the construction of said project, shall save the town 
harmless from  and on account of all land damages.

Yes, 99; No, 31.
Voted, To pass over the remainder of the Article.
A r t i c l e  V . —  Voted, That there be appropriated the sum ot 

$10,000 for the purpose of meeting part of the cost oi constructing a 
dam in the Cedar Swamp Pond, in accordance with plans drawn by 
the E. R . A. Engineering Department at Boston, Mass., and tha  ̂ o 
meet said appropriation, the treasurer, with the approval ol tie seec 
men, be and hereby is authorized to borrow for such period and



such rate of interest as may be determined by the Emergency Finance 
Board, a sum not to exceed $10,000, and to issue bonds or notes of the 
town therefor, said bonds or notes to be payable in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter 188 of the Acts of 1935; provided, however, 
the project therefor is approved by the Works Progress Administra
tion, and a sum not less than $33,000 is allotted by it to pay the labor 
cost necessary to carry out said construction; and provided, further, 
that the selectmen before proceeding with the construction of said 
project shall save the town harmless from and on account of all land 
damages.

Yes, 84; No, 21.

W a t e r  R i g h t s  i n  C e d a r  S w a m p  P o n d .

In Adin Ballou’s “ H istory of the Town of M ilford,”  
published in 1882, reference is made to the Parkhurst 
privilege located just below the Charles River bridge 
over Main Street, where in 1795 a woolen mill used the 
water of Cedar Swamp Pond for water power. At that 
time the dam was located south of M ain Street, where a 
small basin known as Round Pond was form ed and from 
which the water was drawn. Since 1795 the power privi
lege at this site and the flowage rights on Cedar Swamp 
Pond have passed through a succession of owners.

In 1854 Aaron Claflin, who operated a grain mill and 
sawmill at this site, sold a parcel of land below the dam 
to the Milford Gas Light Com pany for the purpose of 
erecting works for the manufacture and storage of gas. 
In connection with this transaction Aaron Claflin also 
conveyed, in addition to the land, certain rights to take 
water, which read as follows;

Also a right of taking water from the Saw Mill Pond, or Cedar 
Swamp Pond to the street; thence in the street to this lot, of a suffi
cient amount for the manufacture of gas.

This deed is recorded in the W orcester County Registry 
of Deeds, Book 539, page 183.

In 1878 Aaron Claflin entered into an agreement with 
the town of M ilford whereby additional fire protection 
for that section of the village below Main Street was to 
be provided. That portion of the deed pertaining to the 
granting of water rights reads in part as follows:



Whereas an agreement has been made between the said Aaron 
Claflin, Horace B. Claflin and the inhabitants of said Milford by 
which the said Aaron and Horace B. Claflin have agreed to grant to 
said inhabitants a right and privilege to draw water from the basin 
so called, located on said land and kept supplied with water by a dam 
across said river for the purpose of extinguishing fires in the village of 
said M ilford and to build, put in and maintain and keep in repair the 
necessary flume, gate, pipes, and appliances for the proper use of said 
water . . .  do hereby give, grant, sell and convey to said inhabitants 
the right, easement and privilege, forever to enter upon and use the 
following described piece or parcel of land for any purpose necessary 
for building, maintaining or keeping in repair said flume and other 
works. . . .  As a part of the consideration of this grant the grantors 
and their grantees . . . are to have the privilege to tap the pipe used 
for conducting said water and to insert pipes therein not exceeding 

in diameter at their own expense in good and workmanlike man
ner subject to the supervision of the selectmen of the town at one or 
more but not exceeding five convenient points where said pipe is laid 
in the highway and to draw water therefrom for business or mechani
cal purposes. But no water shall be so drawn by them during the 
progress of a fire in the village of Milford or at any time to the injury 
or diminution of the supply of water needed for the extinguishment of 
fires. The said inhabitants are also to have the right to draw water 
from any point in said pipe sufficient to water the public streets of 
said village or to grant such rights to any person or persons whatsoever.

This deed is recorded in the Worcester County Registry 
of Deeds, Book 1049, page 193.

The heirs of Aaron and H. B. Claflin sold their entire 
holdings at this privilege to S. Alden Eastman in 1896, and 
that deed is recorded in Book 1504 at the Registry of 
Deeds. In 1906 S. Alden Eastman sold his holdings to 
the Cutler Company, but reserved for himself and heirs 
the same rights, privileges and easements reserved in the 
agreement between Aaron Claflin and the inhabitants of 
the town of M ilford relating to the right to take water 
from  Round Pond, tap pipes, and any other rights 
therein contained. This deed is recorded with the 
W orcester County Registry of Deeds, Book 1826, page 
424, and contains a description of 26 parcels of lan 
transferred by  Eastman to the Cutler Company, and 
also —
the perpetual right and privilege to flow any and all other land (n 
hereinbefore described or referred to, if any there is, which is now o\e



flown by  raising- the water in Charles River in the “ Factory Pond”  
(so called) in said M ilford up to an iron in a rock on land formerly of 
Darius Sumner which is known and called the high water mark or up 
to the iron in a rock on land of the farm formerly owned by Joel Day 
known and called the high water mark.

In 1929 the Cutler Com pany sold the rights in this 
privilege and premises conveyed to them by S. Alden 
Eastman to the town of M ilford subject to all rights, 
privileges, easements, etc., reserved previously by  the 
said Eastman. This deed is recorded in Book 2511, 
page 244, W orcester County Registry of Deeds.

It is evident from these deeds that the town of M ilford 
does not own the exclusive water rights in connection with 
Cedar Swamp Pond, as the M ilford Gas Light Com pany 
has rights as well as the heirs of S. Alden Eastman. The 
recent investigation showed that the M ilford Gas Light 
Company has discontinued the manufacture of gas, but 
water is being drawn from Cedar Swamp Pond to form 
the seal on the gas tank. The main installed by  the town 
for fire protection purposes is still in existence and is 
supplying water to the M ilford Shoe Company, a yearly 
payment being made by  this com pany to the heirs of 
S. Alden Eastman. Previously, live manufacturing es
tablishments in this vicinity took water from  this main, 
but at the present time the M ilford Shoe Com pany is the 
only one being supplied.

In regard to the flowage rights and the amount of land 
owned by the town of M ilford along the shores, an in
vestigation is being made by  the town to ascertain just 
what properties and rights it has acquired from the 
Cutler Company.

H i g h - W a t e r  M a r k  a t  C e d a r  S w a m p  P o n d .

When the town of M ilford acquired the water rights 
in Cedar Swamp Pond from the Cutler Com pany the 
dam located south of Main Street was demolished and a 
new dam was constructed by  the town at M ain Street. 
A 12-foot by  6-foot culvert was constructed between



Main Street and the former location of the dam, the 
water main supplying the Gas Light Company and adja
cent mills was extended to a point above the new dam, 
and the remaining portions of Round Pond were filled in 
and a memorial park constructed thereon.

It will be recalled that in the deed of transfer to the 
town of M ilford the high-water mark is described as “ the 
iron in a rock on land of the farm formerly owned by Joel 
D ay known and called the high water mark.”

The only complete description of this high-water mark 
to be found was in a deed from Joel Day to S. R. Park- 
hurst in 1832 which conveyed to Parkhurst

the privilege conveyed by these presents of raising the water at all 
times on our said land as high as the top of a hole that is drilled in a 
rock in which is fastened a staple and ring, said rock is situated south 
2Yi° east 37 rods from the front door of our dwelling house.

A rock which contains a drilled hole was located by 
survey after allowance was made for the magnetic decli
nation. It contains no staple and ring, but as the hole 
is drilled on an angle, and a shelf has been cut in the rock 
at this point which might indicate a high-water mark, 
it is assumed that this is the high-water mark referred to 
in the deed.

The elevation of the drilled hole was determined by 
levels as elevation 270.1 above mean sea level, and cor
responds very closely with what appeared to be watei 
marks on rocks on the shores of the pond.

A r e a  a n d  C a p a c i t y  o f  P o n d .

According to a survey made by the Massachusetts 
Department of Public W orks in 1935 the natural pond 
area of Cedar Swamp Pond is only 5.2 acres, and theie- 
fore under the General Laws it is not a great pon . 
The area of the artificial pond raised to elevation 2 <0.1 
is estimated as 164.5 acres, and the capacity of the pon 
at this elevation is estimated to be 145.0 million ga on.-. 
The maximum depth of the pond at elevation 270.1 is 
11.2 feet in the vicinity of the town dump, where l ^



proposed to construct recreational facilities. The aver
age depth of the pond at elevation 270.1 is only about 
3 feet, and there are considerable areas of meadowland 
which at times of high water will be flooded to a depth 
of only about lj^j feet. This shallow' flowage would 
have a tendency to encourage the growth of water weeds 
and other vegetation.

Soundings of the mud deposits on the bottom  of the 
pond showed that the depths of mud varied from 2.6 
feet to 25.0 feet.

The following table show's elevations relative to Cedar 
Swamp Pond and its control works w'hich were considered 
in connection with this study:

Elevation 
(Mean Sea Level).

Cedar Swamp Pond.
Main Street dam :

S i l l ....................................................................................................................... 264.3
Stop planks (October, 1 9 3 5 ) ...................................................................... 266.8

Bench mark on dam . . . . . . . . . . 274.17
Natural pond . . . . . . . . 264.8

High-water mark (Joel D a y ’s meadow) . . . . . . 270.1
Deepest point . . . . . . 258.8

Charles River above Cedar Swamp Pond. 

Milford Water Com pany d a m :

C r e s t ................................................................................................... 270.6
Stop planks (October, 1 9 3 5 ) ...................................................................... 271.5
Top of gate (October, 1 9 3 5 ) ...................................................................... 271.3
Retaining wall at pum ping station . . . . . . . 272.6

From the soundings and topographical surveys, area 
and capacity curves have been prepared showing the area 
and capacity of Cedar Swamp Pond at various elevations. 
The following table show's this data:



Area and Capacity of Cedar Swamp Pond.

D epth  below  High W ater1 
(Feet). Area (Acres). Capacity 

(Million Gallons).

0.0 164.5 145.0
0.5 161.5 118.0
1.0 157.3 92.4
1.5 145.5 70.0
2.0 105.5 49.6
2.5 90.0 33.2
3.0 69.2 21.1
3.5 36.0 12.5
4.0 19.4 6.6
4.5 11.6 3.8
5.0 6.5 2.4
5.5 4.3 1.2
6.0 2.2 1.0
6.5 1.8 0.7
7.0 1.4 0.4

7.5 1.0 0.2

8.0 0.5 0.1

8.5 0.3 -

9.0 - -

10.0 - -

11.22 _ _

1 H igh water, 270.1 mean sea level. 2 Maximum depth.

S a n i t a r y  C o n d i t i o n  o f  P o n d .

In connection with the recent investigation, samples of 
water were collected from Cedar Swamp Pond for chemi
cal analysis and bacterial and microscopical examination 
in the laboratories of the Department of Public Health. 
The results of these analyses and examinations, together 
with the results of previous analyses of samples collected 
from  Cedar Swamp Pond and its tributaries, are ap
pended to this report.

They show that, the water of Cedar Swamp Pond con
tains relatively few bacteria characteristic of pollution 
and is suitable for bathing and recreational purposes,



but the microscopical examinations show that at times 
the water contains large numbers of microscopical organ
isms which are known to impart a disagreeable odor and 
taste to the water. The growth of these organisms in a 
pond of very shallow flowage with deep deposits of mud 
and organic matter is to be expected, but while impart
ing a disagreeable odor and taste to the water they are 
not known to be dangerous to health so far as bathing is 
concerned; and should Cedar Swamp Pond be developed 
for recreational purposes the growth of these organisms 
probably could be controlled by  the use of copper sul
phate. The results of the chemical analyses and bacterial 
examinations show that the water receives but little 
objectionable drainage.

S u m m a r y .

The results of the recent engineering study made by 
the Department of Public Health in connection with the 
possible improvements in Cedar Swamp Pond in M ilford 
confirm the results of a previous study referred to in a 
communication from this Department to the Honorable 
P. Eugene Casey, Senator, 4th W orcester District, under 
date of March 22, 1935, and show that it is feasible to 
develop this pond for recreational purposes.

The recent investigation shows that it will be neces
sary for the town to acquire the water rights in this pond 
now held by  the M ilford Gas Com pany and the heirs of 
S. Alden Eastman; also funds should be made available 
for dredging the pond in places to eliminate shallow 
flowage and deep deposits of organic matter which en
courage the growth of aquatic life. It is also necessary, 
of course, that pollution of the pond be prevented.

As no appropriations were made available by  the Leg
islature for use by  the Department of Public Health, 
it was impracticable to make an estimate of cost of 
improving this pond, but estimates prepared by the Fed
eral E. R. A. M . Project N o. XS-A1-U 1 for the W . P. A. 
Project are appended. As for the use of this pond and 
adjacent land as a state reservation, the engineering



study showed no objections to such a plan, but it is 
pointed out that such a reservation probably would be 
used chiefly by the inhabitants of Milford.

Appended are maps showing Cedar Swamp Pond and 
its vicinity, analyses of samples of the water collected, 
and estimates of cost of improvements proposed as a 
W. P. A. Project by  the town of Milford.

The sanitary surveys under this investigation were 
made under the direction of Joseph C. Knox, Assistant 
Engineer of the Engineering Division of the Department 
of Public Health.

Respectfully submitted,

A R T H U R  D. WESTON,
Chief Engineer, Department of Public Health.
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C e d a r  S w a m p  P o n d , M i l f o r d .

Estimate of Cost of W orks Progress Administration Project (Prepared by 
E .R . A . State Planning Board E. R. .4.. M . No. X S -A l-U l)

Project includes:
1. R em oval o f tree stumps.
2. Erection of granite m asonry dam.
3. C onstruction o f granite m asonry retaining walls.
4. D evelopm ent o f a park, athletic field and beach.

I t e m . Material. Labor. Total.

Q uarrying................................................. $9,991 72 $31,318 28 $44,310 00
Excavation (dam and walls) 238 60 3,730 40 3,969 00
Excavation (playground) . 633 50 31,936 00 32,569 50
Excavation (beach) . . . . 152 50 3,990 50 4,143 00
Sheeting . . . . 325 00 93 50 418 50
Granite masonry walls 4,148 60 57,495 40 61,644 00
Granite masonry dam 1,568 00 20,344 00 21,912 00
Sluice gates 1,500 00 _ 1,500 00
Back fill (walls) . . . . 10,976 00 11,800 00 22,776 00
Back fill (playground, beach, park) 4,619 28 18,733 92 23,353 20
Sand fill 2,095 50 1,428 00 3,523 50
Looming 8,354 10 6,211 50 14,565 60
Stump removal . 33 00 1,872 00 1,905 00

$44,635 80 $191,953 50
__

$236,589 30
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