
HOUSE 255

pi ■— '' ■ '■ 1 -a

By Mr. O’Brien of Easthampton, petition of Michael T. O’Brien
relative to nomination of candidates for town offices by caucuses
other than those of political parties. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to the Nomination of Candidates for
Town Office by Caucuses Other than Those of Political
or Municipal Parties.

1 Section one hundred and twenty-one of chapter
2 fifty-three of the General Laws, inserted by section
3 three of chapter one hundred and forty-one of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby amended
5 by inserting after the word “office” in the sixteenth
6 line the words: —

; provided, that if only one per-
-7 son receives five per cent or more of the votes so
8 cast, such person only shall be declared nominated
9 for such office, so as to read as follows: Section

10 121. A town in which official ballots are used may,
11 at any annual meeting, vote to hold a town caucus
12 for the nomination of candidates for town officers
13 required to be voted for by official ballot at its an-
-14 nual meeting and may after such vote has been in

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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15 effect therein for a period of not less than three years,
16 by a vote at a meeting held at least sixty days be-

-17 fore an annual town meeting, rescind such action.
18 Such caucus shall be called by the selectmen in the
19 same manner as provided in section one hundred and
20 eighteen for the calling of other caucuses and shall
21 be called to order by the town clerk who shall pre-
-22 side until the election of a chairman. At a town
23 caucus held under the provisions of this section the
24 two persons receiving the highest number of votes
25 cast for the nomination of candidates for an office
26 shall be declared nominated for such office; provided,
27 that if only one person receives five per cent or more
28 of the votes so cast, such person only shall be de-
-29 dared nominated for such office. If the caucus re-
-30 suits in a tie vote among candidates for nomination
31 receiving the smallest number of votes, which, but
32 for the tie vote, would entitle a person receiving such
33 number to have his name printed upon the official
34 ballot for the election, all candidates participating in
35 such tie vote shall have their names printed upon
36 the official ballots, although there be printed upon
37 them the names of candidates to a number exceed-
-38 ing twice the number to be elected. During such
39 time as town caucuses are held under this section in
40 any town, no political or municipal party caucus
41 shall be held therein for the nomination of candidates
42 for town offices. The provisions of sections one hun-
-43 dred and seventeen to one hundred and twenty, in-
-44 elusive, so far as applicable, shall apply to caucuses
45 held under this section.


