
HOUSE .... No. 320
By Mr. Murray of Watertown (by request), petition of Wycliffe C.

Marshall that jurisdiction of the Department of Public Utilities in
respect to examination of telephone companies be extended to corpo-
rations and others affiliated with such companies. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act extending the Jurisdiction of the Department of
Public Utilities in Respect to the Examination of
Telephone Companies to Corporations and Others
Affiliated with Such Companies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 fifteen a new section, designated as section fifteen A,
4 as follows:
5 Section 15A. The officers and employees of the
6 department may be authorized by it to examine the
7 books, contracts, records, documents and memoranda
8 or the physical property of any telephone company
9 subject to this chapter, and of any affiliated company

10 with respect to any relations, transactions or dealings,
11 direct or indirect, between such affiliated company
12 and any company so subject, and, for any examina-
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13 tion so authorized, shall be entitled to full access to
14 the subject matter thereof. No such officer or em-
-15 ployee shall divulge any fact or information coming
16 to his knowledge during the course of such an exam-
-17 ination unless directed by the department or by the
18 court, or in a department hearing as a witness, or
19 authorized by law.
20 For the purposes of this section, the words “affili-
-21 ated company” shall include any corporation, society,
22 trust, association, partnership or individual (a) con-
-23 trolling a telephone company subject to this chapter,
24 either directly, by ownership of a majority of its
25 voting stock or of such minority thereof as to give it
26 substantial control of such company, or indirectly,
27 by ownership of such a majority or minority of the
28 voting stock of another corporation or association
29 so controlling such company; or ( b) so controlled
30 by a corporation, society, trust, association, partner-
-31 ship or individual controlling as aforesaid, directly
32 or indirectly, a telephone company subject to this
33 chapter; or (c) standing in such a relation to a tele-
-34 phone company subject to this chapter that there is
35 an absence of equal bargaining power between the
36 corporation, society, trust, association, partnership
37 or individual and the company so subject, in respect
38 to their dealings and transactions.
39 Upon an information in equity in the name of the
40 attorney general, at the relation of the department
41 of public utilities, the supreme judicial court may
42 restrain any foreign corporation from assuming or
43 exercising any corporate rights, privileges or fran-
-44 chises in this commonwealth until this section has
45 been complied with by said foreign corporation.


