
HOUSE 338

By Mr. Tarbell of Lincoln, petition of Danforth W. Comins rela-
tive to furnishing to finance committees of towns annual estimates
of amounts necessary for proper maintenance of town departments.
Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to the furnishing Annually of Certain
Financial Estimates in Towns.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section fifty-nine of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
4 word “accountant” in the third line the words:
5 ,

or if there is no town accountant, to the appropria-
-6 tion, advisory or finance committee, if any, otherwise
7 to the selectmen, —so as to read as follows: Sec-
-8 tion 59. The selectmen and all boards, committees,
9 heads of departments or other officers of a town

10 authorized by law to expend money shall furnish to
11 the town accountant, or if there is no town ac-
-12 countant, to the appropriation, advisory or finance
13 committee, if any, otherwise to the selectmen, not
14 less than ten days before the end of the town financial
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15 year, detailed estimates of the amounts necessary
16 for the proper maintenance of the departments under
17 their jurisdiction for the ensuing year, with explana-
-18 tory statements as to any changes from the amounts
19 appropriated for the same purposes in the preceding
20 year, and an estimate of amounts necessary for out-
-21 lays or permanent improvements. They shall also
22 prepare estimates of any income likely to be received
23 by the town during the ensuing year in connection
24 with the town’s business or property intrusted to their
25 care. The selectmen shall include in their estimates
26 the salaries and expenses connected with their own
27 office, and the salaries of all other town officers shall
28 be included in the estimates for the office, department
29 or branch of the public service of which they are in
30 charge. The treasurer shall, in addition to his esti-
-31 mate of the amount required for the maintenance of
32 his own office, prepare a separate statement indicating
33 the amounts required for the payment of interest on
34 the town debt and for the payment of such portions
35 of the town debt as may become due during the
36 succeeding year.


