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one assistant, a sum equivalent to fifty per cent of the salary of 
the district attorney; all other assistant district attorneys, a sum 
equivalent to forty per cent of the salary of the district attorney; 
for the Plymouth district, one assistant, a sum equivalent to nine
ty per cent of the salary of the district attorney; two assistants, a 
sum equivalent to eighty per cent of the salary of the district at
torney; one assistant, a sum equivalent to seventy per cent of the 
salary of the district attorney; two assistants, a sum equivalent to 
sixty per cent of the salary of the district attorney; one assistant, a 
sum equivalent to fifty per cent of the salary of the district at
torney; all other assistant district attorneys, a sum equivalent to 
forty per cent of the salary of the district attorney; and for the 
northwestern district, one assistant, a sum equivalent to ninety 
per cent of the salary of the district attorney; one assistant, a sum 
equivalent to seventy per cent of the salary of the district at
torney; one assistant, a sum equivalent to sixty per cent of the 
salary of the district attorney; two assistants, a sum equivalent to 
fifty per cent of the salary of the district attorney; all other assist
ant district attorneys, a sum equivalent to forty per cent of the 
salary of the district attorney. 

SECTION 3. Section 14 of chapter 12 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 659 of the acts of 1977, is 
hereby amended by striking out the line reading "For the nor
thern district, fifteen assistant district attorneys." and inserting 
in place thereof the line:- For the northern district, twenty-two 
assistant district attorneys. 

Approved January 13, 1978. 

EMERGENCY LETTER — January 30, 1978 @ 10:12 A. M. 

Chap. 996. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED 

HOUSING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 8 of chapter 4 of the acts of 1976 is hereby 

amended by striking out, in line 2, the word "six" and inserting 
in place thereof the word:- seven. 

SECTION 2. Section 10 of said chapter 4 is hereby amended by 
striking out, in line 9, the word "six" and inserting in place 
thereof the word: - seven. 

SECTION 3. Chapter 694 of the acts of 1970 is hereby amended 
by striking out section 1, as most recently amended by section 1 
of chapter 477 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section:-
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Section 1. The department of community affairs is hereby 
authorized to expend a sum not exceeding seventy-seven million 
five hundred thousand dollars for the purpose of contracts to be 
entered into by said department, acting for and on behalf of the 
commonwealth, with housing authorities established pursuant to 
section three of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of the 
General Laws, or corresponding provisions of earlier laws, for 
state financial assistance in the form of grants to such authorities 
for projects undertaken pursuant to clause (/*) of section twenty-
six of said chapter, added by section five of this act, which grants 
shall be paid by the commonwealth upon approval and certifica
tion by said department to the state comptroller; provided that 
the amount expended pursuant to this section during any one 
fiscal year shall not exceed twelve million dollars; and provided 
further, that under the authorization provided for in this section 
the department shall give priority to bringing existing state-aided 
projects into compliance with the state sanitary code; and pro
vided further, that at least two and one half million five hundred 
thousand dollars of the authorization be used to eliminate ar
chitectural barriers and to provide for structural changes that 
will accommodate handicapped residents of existing state-aided 
projects. 

SECTION 4. The first paragraph of section 39 of chapter 121B 
of the General Laws, as amended by section 6 of chapter 689 of 
the acts of 1974, is hereby further amended by adding the follow
ing three sentences:- The power to provide such housing shall in
clude the provision of facilities for congregate living, either in 
separate projects or as a definite portion of any other projects so 
undertaken. A housing authority with the approval of the 
department may in addition to, and to the extent not inconsistent 
with this section or section forty-one provide that on project sites 
which include convenience stores or ancillary commercial 
facilities housing projects may be planned and designed so as to 
permit the continued operation of such stores or facilities. Such 
stores or facilities may be rented or leased by such housing 
authorities. 

SECTION 5. Clause (/) of section 40 of said chapter 121B is 
hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, added by 
section 5 of chapter 812 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place 
thereof the following sentence:- Such rules and regulations shall 
provide that handicapped persons and their families, who are 
eligible under the provisions of paragraph (a), shall receive 
priority in placement in not less than five per cent of all dwelling 
units provided under any authorization for housing of elderly 
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persons of low income approved after January first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-seven. 

SECTION 6. Said chapter 121B is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 41, as most recently amended by section 6 of 
chapter 4 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:-

Section 41. The commonwealth, acting by and through the 
department, may enter into a contract or contracts with a hous
ing authority for state financial assistance in the form of a grant 
by the commonwealth for the development cost of a housing pro
ject or projects or a part or parts of a housing project or projects 
for elderly persons of low income. The total amount of grants so 
contracted for shall not exceed six hundred and thirty-four 
million dollars, provided that the amount expended pursuant to 
this section during any one fiscal year shall not exceed thirty-
three million three hundred thousand dollars. The contract or 
contracts for financial assistance may provide for additional state 
financial assistance in the form of a guarantee by the com
monwealth of notes of the housing authority issued to temporari
ly finance the development cost of such a project but the amount 
guaranteed on account of any project shall not exceed the 
amount of grant for that project. The total amount of all notes 
guaranteed pursuant to this section shall not exceed six hundred 
and thirty-four million dollars, exclusive of notes which may be 
issued for refunding purposes. Any excess between the completed 
cost of a project as determined by the department and the notes 
outstanding therefore may be retired from the proceeds of such 
notes and if so retired, shall not be used in computing the total 
amount of notes guaranteed by the commonwealth under this 
section. The provisions of sections thirty-four, thirty-four B and 
thirty-five shall, so far as apt, be applicable to contracts, grants, 
guarantees and notes authorized by this section. 

SECTION 7. Said chapter 121B is hereby further amended by 
inserting after section 43 the following section:-

Section 43A. If a person resides in a private dwelling unit 
leased by a local housing authority under any federal or state rent 
subsidy program and if that unit does not meet reasonable stand
ards of human habitation, provided that the tenant shall not 
have caused such conditions, and the authority has terminated 
the lease as to said substandard unit then the resident may vacate 
the substandard unit and may relocate in another unit. The 
housing authority shall assist the resident in locating another 
unit. The rental subsidy shall be withdrawn from the vacated 
substandard unit and shall be transferred to the unit in which the 
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resident may relocate. If the alternate dwelling unit is standard 
or if the owner of said unit agrees to make the unit standard and 
if the rental thereof is reasonable and acceptable to the housing 
authority in accordance with section forty-three, and if the 
owner of said unit is willing to enter into a leasing agreement 
with said authority, said authority shall expeditiously execute a 
lease for occupancy of said unit by said resident under the 
guidelines of the rent subsidy program affected. 

Whenever a local housing authority determines that a unit 
leased by it under a federal or state rent subsidy program is going 
to be withdrawn from such program by termination or expira
tion of the rental agreement with the owner of said unit, the oc
cupant of said unit may relocate to another unit. Such unit shall 
be leased by the Authority, provided that it meets all the re
quirements of the subsidy program under which the original unit 
was leased. 

Approved January 13, 1978. 

Chap. 997. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE COMMISSION FOR THE BLIND 
AND THE INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 872 of the acts of 1977 is hereby amended 

by striking out sections 17 and 18 and inserting in place thereof 
the following section: -

Section 17. Said second sentence of said second paragraph of 
said section 129 of said chapter 6 is hereby further amended by 
striking out the words "twenty-one thousand two hundred and 
fifty-six", inserted by section 16, and inserting in place thereof 
the words:- twenty-seven thousand five hundred. 

SECTION 2. Said chapter 872 is hereby further amended by 
striking out sections 98 and 99 and inserting in place thereof the 
following section:-

Section 98. Said chapter 23 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 15, as most recently amended by section 97, 
and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 15. The industrial accident board shall consist of 
twelve members. Not more than six members of the board shall 
be members of the same political party. The governor shall 
designate one of the members as chairman of the board and he 
shall serve as chairman during the term of said governor unless 
his term as a member expires sooner. Upon the expiration of the 
term of office of a member, his successor shall be appointed for a 


