
HOUSE 531

By Mr. Dorgan of Boston, petition of Paul G. Kirk (Commissioner
of Public Safety) for legislation to make uniform the law on close
pursuit of criminals and authorizing this Commonwealth to co-operate
with other States therein. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act to make Uniform the Law on Close Pursuit and
authorizing this State to Co-operate with Other States
Therein.

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-six of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after the said
4 chapter the following new chapter:

5

6 Section 1. Any peace officer of another state of
7 the United States, who enters this state in close pur-
-8 suit and continues within this state in such close
9 pursuit of a person in order to arrest him, shall have

10 the same authority to arrest and hold in custody such
11 person, as peace officers of this state have to arrest
12 and hold in custody a person on the ground that he
13 has committed a crime in this state.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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14 Section 2. If an arrest is made in this state by an
15 officer of another state in accordance with the provi-
-16 sions of section one of this act, he shall without un-
-17 necessary delay take the person arrested before a
18 judge of a court of record who shall conduct a hearing
19 for the sole purpose of determining if the arrest was
20 in accordance with the provisions of section one, and
21 not of determining the guilt or innocence of the
22 arrested person. If the judge determines that the
23 arrest was in accordance with such provisions, he
24 shall commit the person arrested to the custody of
25 the officer making the arrest, who shall without
26 unnecessary delay take him to the state from which
27 he fled. If the judge determines that the arrest was
28 unlawful, he shall discharge the person arrested.
29 Section 3. Section one of this act shall not be con-
-30 strued so as to make unlawful any arrest in this state
31 which would otherwise be lawful.
32 Section 4- For the purpose of this act the word
33 state shall include the District of Columbia.
34 Section 5. Upon the passage and approval by the
35 governor of this act it shall be the duty of the secre-
-36 tary of state to certify a copy of this act to the execu-
-37 tive department of each of the states of the United
38 States.
39 Section 6. If any part of this act is for any reason
40 declared void, it is declared to be the intent of this
41 act that such invalidity shall not affect the validity
42 of the remaining portions of this act.
43 Section 7. This act may be cited' as the Uniform
44 Act on Close Pursuit.


