
HOUSE 603
By Mr. Kirkpatrick of Holyoke, petition of the Holyoke Chamber

of Commerce, Inc., for legislation to provide for biennial municipal
elections in the city of Holyoke. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing for Biennial Municipal Elections in
the City of Holyoke.

1 Section 1. Beginning with the year nineteen
2 hundred and thirty-seven, municipal elections in the
3 city of Holyoke for the choice of mayor, aldermen,
4 members of the school committee, city clerk and
5 city treasurer shall be held biennially on the first
6 Tuesday in December in each odd-numbered year.

1 Section 2. At the biennial municipal election to
2 be held in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-3 seven and at every biennial municipal election there-
-4 after, the mayor, and the aldermen to be elected
5 thereat, shall be elected for terms of two years from
6 the first Monday in January following their election
7 and until their successors are qualified. The alder-
-3 men at large elected in the year nineteen hundred
9 and thirty-four shall continue to hold office until

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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10 the qualification of their successors who shall be
11 elected at the biennial municipal election in the
12 year nineteen hundred and thirty-seven. The in-
-13 auguration meeting of the city government shall
14 be held on the first Monday of January following
15 each biennial municipal election, or on the follow-
-16 ing day whenever said first Monday falls on a
17 holiday.

1 Section 3. At the biennial municipal election
2 to be held in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-3 seven and at every second biennial municipal elec-
-4 tion thereafter, the city clerk and the city treasurer
5 shall be elected for terms of four years from the first
6 Monday in January following their election and
7 until their successors are qualified.

1 Section 4. At the biennial municipal election to
2 be held in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-
-3 seven and at every biennial municipal election there-
-4 after, each member of the school committee to be
5 elected thereat at large shall be elected for a term
6 of four years, and all members of said committee
7 to be elected thereat by wards shall be elected for
8 terms of two years, from the first Monday in
9 January following their election and until their

10 successors are qualified. The members of said
11 committee elected in the year nineteen hundred
12 and thirty-five shall continue to hold office until
13 the qualification of their successors who shall be
14 elected at the biennial municipal election in the
15 year nineteen hundred and thirty-seven.

1 Section 5. If a vacancy occurs in the office of
2 mavor before the last three months of the term of
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3 office, the board of aldermen shall order an elec-
-4 tion to fill the same for the unexpired term. If a

5 vacancy occurs in the board of aldermen before the
6 last six months of the term of office, the remaining
7 members of the board of aldermen shall fill the
8 same for the unexpired term. If a vacancy occurs

9 in the office of city clerk or city treasurer, the
10 aldermen shall fill the same until the first Monday
11 in January following the next regular municipal
12 election, and if there would be a vacancy on said
13 first Monday, it shall be filled at such regular
14 municipal election for the unexpired term.

1 Section 6. So much of chapter four hundred
2 and thirty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 and ninety-six, and acts in amendment thereof and
4 in addition thereto, as is inconsistent with this act,
5 is hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. The provisions of sections one to
2 six, inclusive, of this act shall be submitted for
3 acceptance to the qualified voters of said city at
4 the annual city election in the current year in the
5 form of the following question, which shall be
6 placed upon the official ballot to be used at said
7 election: “Shall sections one to six, inclusive,
8 of an act passed by the general court in the current
9 year, entitled, ‘An Act providing for the establish-

-10 ment of biennial municipal elections in the city of
11 Holyoke’, be accepted?” If a majority of the votes
12 cast on said question are in the affirmative, said
13 sections shall thereupon take full effect, otherwise
14 they shall be of no effect and the officers elected
15 at said election shall respectively hold office for the
16 terms now provided by law.




