
No. 716HOUSE
By Mr, Sawyer of Ware, petition of David F. Sibley relative to

actions for breach of promise of marriage and to civil remedies of
money damages in cases of criminal conversation, seduction and loss
of consortium. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act abolishing Actions for Breach of Promise of Mar-
riage, and Civil Remedies of Money Damages in Cases
of Criminal Conversation and in Certain Cases of
Seduction and Loss of Consortium.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public safety and
5 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cl\)t Commontoealtj) of opasoacijusetts

1 Section 1. Part two, title three, of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after chapter
3 two hundred and nine, as appearing in the Ter-
-4 centenary Edition, the following new chapter;

Chapter 209A.o

6 Section 1. All causes of action for breach of
7 promise of marriage, and all civil remedies for the
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recovery of money damages for criminal conversation,
for seduction of any person of the age of sixteen years
or more, or for loss of consortium, except as herein-
after provided, are hereby abolished.
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Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any person
either as litigant or attorney to file, cause to be filed,
threaten to file, or threaten to cause to be filed, inany
court in this commonwealth, any pleading or paper
seeking in any civil proceeding to recover money as
damages for breach of promise of marriage, for
criminal conversation, for seduction of any person
of the age of sixteen years or more, or for loss of con-
sortium, whether the cause of action in question arose
within or without this commonwealth; provided
however, that the provisions of this act shall not
apply to actions, for loss of consortium of a spouse,
against a defendant who is kin, legal or spiritual
adviser, or in loco parentis to the plaintiff’s spouse,
nor to actions wherein loss of consortium was caused
by libel, slander, misrepresentation, threats, perse-
cution, or intoxicants, narcotics or other drug or
chemical substance supplied or administered by the
defendant to the plaintiff’s spouse.
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Section 3. All contracts and instruments of every
kind which may hereafter be executed within this
commonwealth in payment, satisfaction, settlement
or compromise of any claim or cause of action enu-

merated in the preceding sections, whether such claim
or cause of action arose within or without this com-

monwealth, are hereby declared to be contrary to the
public policy of this commonwealth, and absolutely
void. It shall be unlawful to cause, induce or pro-
cure any person to give, pay, transfer or deliver any
money or thing of value in payment, satisfaction,
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42 settlement or compromise of any such claim or cause
43 of action; or to receive, take or accept any such
44 money or thing of value in such payment, satisfac-
-45 tion, settlement or compromise. It shall also be un-

-46 lawful to commence or cause to be commenced, either
47 as litigant or attorney, in any court of this common-
-48 wealth, any proceeding or action seeking to enforce
49 or recover upon any such contract or instrument,
50 knowing it to be such, whether the same shall have
51 been executed within or without this commonwealth;
52 provided, however, that this section shall not apply
53 to the payment, satisfaction, settlement or compro,-
54 raise of any of the above enumerated causes of action
55 which have accrued prior to the effective date of this
56 act, nor to any contracts or instruments heretofore
57 executed, nor to the bona fide holder in due course
58 of any negotiable instrument wyhich may be executed
59 hereafter.
60 Section 4- The right to issue and enforce execu-
-61 tions against the body on any judgment heretofore
62 rendered on any of the causes of action specified in
63 section one is hereby abolished.
64 Section 5. Any person wrho shall violate any of
65 the provisions of this act shall be punished by a fine
66 of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than
67 one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for a term
68 of not less than one month nor more than one year,
69 or be both fined and imprisoned in the discretion of
70 the court.
71 Section 6. Each section and provision of this act
72 shall be construed separately, and the invalidity of
73 any section or provision thereof shall not affect the
74 validity of the remaining sections or provisions.
75 This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate the
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object thereof, but shall not be construed to affect
in any way any jurisdiction, right or remedy, at law,
in equity, or otherwise, for relief, other than money
damages, respecting any of the causes enumerated in
section one.
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Section 7. All acts and parts of acts in conflict
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed
to the extent of such conflict, but in all other respects
this act shall be deemed supplemental to other acts.
Nothing in this act shall be construed to repeal any
of the criminal law, statutory or otherwise, of this
commonwealth.
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Section 8. All causes of action to recover a sum
of money as damages for breach of promise of mar-
riage, criminal conversation, seduction, or loss of
consortium, which have heretofore accrued shall not
be affected by this act, but unless commenced within
ninety days after this act takes effect, shall be com-
pletely barred.
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Section 9. All actions to recover a sum of money
as damages for a breach of promise of a presently
existing contract of marriage, unless commenced
within ninety days after the cause of action has
accrued, shall be completely barred.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


