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By Mr. Baylies of Taunton, petition of Joseph E. Warner for further
limitation of the power of arrest and committing to jail under the
laws relating to non-payment of taxes. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act limiting the Power of Arrest and Jailing for Non-
Payment of Taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter sixty of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out section thirty-four and inserting in place
4 thereof the following new sections:
5 Section 34- If a tax assessed upon a person remains
6 unpaid for fourteen days after demand therefor, the
7 collector may issue his warrant to the sheriff or his
8 deputies of the county, or the deputy collector of
9 taxes or a constable of the town, wherein the person

10 assessed has his usual place of abode or of business,
11 directing them and each of them to distrain the prop-
-12 erty or take the body of the person assessed and to
13 proceed as required of collectors in like cases; but a
14 collector of taxes who issues a warrant for the arrest
15 of a person for non-payment of taxes, or the officer to
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16 whom he commits the warrant shall, after the service
17 of the warrant, allow such person to go free for a
18 period of fourteen days after said service, at the expi-
-19 ration of which time, if said person does not pay his tax,
20 with all fees and charges due thereon, or apply for
21 examination under supplementary process as herein-
-22 after provided, said officer shall then arrest the said
23 person on the aforesaid warrant, and commit him to
24 the jail of the county where he makes the arrest.
25 The warrant shall run throughout the common-
-26 wealth, and any officer to whom it is directed as afore-
-27 said may serve it and apprehend the person in any
28 county. A warrant issued under this section may be
29 signed by the collector or his deputy; and, if the
30 warrant is sealed by an impression seal, a facsimile
31 of the signature of the collector shall have the same
32 validity as his written signature.
33 Section 34A. A taxpayer may, within fourteen
34 days after the service of a warrant of arrest under the
35 preceding section apply to the district court of the
36 district, which includes the city or town demanding
37 payment of said tax, for examination. The court shall
38 thereupon appoint a time and place for the examina-
-39 tion of the taxpayer and notify the collector by regis-
-40 tered mail seven days at least before the time ap-
-41 pointed for the examination. If the taxpayer is
42 unable to pay the debt for which he has been served
43 with a warrant of arrest, he shall be entitled to dis-
-44 charge in like manner as a debtor before a court on

45 supplementary proceedings; and all laws relative to
46 such proceedings so far as applicable shall apply.


