
HOUSE 876

By Mr. McDonald of Chelsea, petition of Paul J. McDonald for
appointment of a Joint special committee to investigate alleged dis-
crimination in residential rates charged by electric companies in
metropolitan Boston. Rules (concurrently).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

Resolve providing for a Legislative Investigation of the
Alleged Discrimination in the Residential Electric Rate
charged to Consumers in Metropolitan Boston.

1 Whereas, The Edison Electric Illuminating Com-
-2 pany of Boston furnishes electricity to the home
3 owners of metropolitan Boston at a rate of six and
4 one half cents for the first twenty kilowatts con-
-5 sumed; and
6 Whereas, The municipal lighting plant of the town
7 of Belmont furnishes electricity to the home owners
8 of Belmont at a rate of four cents for the first twenty
9 kilowatts consumed making areasonable profit thereon,

10 with the Belmont rate being approximately sixty-two
11 per cent lower than the said Edison rate; and
12 Whereas, The said municipal lighting plant of Bel-
-13 mont does not produce or manufacture any of the
14 said electricity it furnishes as aforesaid but on the
15 contrary purchases all of its electric current from the
16 said Edison Electric Illuminating Company and/or

C&e Commontoealtb of agassacfousetts



HOUSE No. 876. [Jan. 1936.2

17 its affiliates, obviously at a lower rate than the four
18 cent rate it sells it at; and
19 Whereas, The Belmont municipal lighting plant
20 makes a profit at the four cent rate on the very same
21 electricity that the Edison company sells to the
22 metropolitan Boston residents at six and one half
23 cents; therefore, be it
24 Resolved, That there be created a special legisla-
-25 tive investigating committee consisting of one mem-
-26 ber of the Senate to be appointed by the President
27 thereof, and two members of the House to be appointed
28 by the Speaker thereof, to investigate the circum-
-29 stances and/or causes for such a difference in rate
30 schedules and report to the General Court on or before
31 May first of the current year its findings and recom-
-32 mendations, if ary, for legislation which will provide
33 a more uniform rate for such use of electrical current
34 hereinbefore referred to.


