
HOUSE 1005

By Mr. Rubin of Fall River, petition of Josephus Perry and another
that the county of Bristol be authorized to set apart certain land in
said county for reservation purposes for descendants of the Pocasset
branch of the Wampanoag Tribe of Indians. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

an Act providing for the Setting Apart of Land in the
County of Bristol for Reservation Purposes for the
Descendants of the So-called Pocasset Branch of the
Wampanoag Tribe of Indians, formerly of Bristol
County.

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the
2 county of Bristol are hereby empowered to set aside
3 by metes and bounds one hundred acres of land,
4 more or less, now owned by the commonwealth of
5 Massachusetts for a reservation for the descendants
6 of the Pocasset branch of the Wampanoag Tribe
7 formerly owning all the territory embracing Fall
8 River and the towns of Freetown and Westport;
9 said county commissioners shall hold hearings to

10 determine the names of the present living descend-
-11 ants of said Pocasset branch of Indians, and make
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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12 such provisions, rules and regulations as to the use
13 and occupation of said descendants upon said res-
-14 ervation which shall provide homes and land for
15 cultivation by families as they may deem proper.
16 Said reservation shall be held by the commonwealth
17 of Massachusetts in trust for such living descendants
18 and their wives and their issue.

1 Section 2. The county commissioners, upon the
2 determination by them of the land to be so set aside,
3 shall file with the registry or registries of deeds in
4 which said land is located, a certificate of such action
5 with a description of said land, and also a certificate
6 certifying the names of said descendants now en-
-7 titled to the benefits and use of said reservation.

1 Section 3. Before the above setting aside of said
2 land becomes in full force in effect, the governor with
3 the consent of the governor’s council, must approve
4 the actions and findings of the said county com-
-5 missioners.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


