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By Mr. Savage of Boston (by request), petition of Henry M.

Landesman relative to liens of physicians in hospitals for services
rendered in the treatment of injuries for which patients receive com-
pensation. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to Liens of Physicians and Hospitals for
Services rendered in the Treatment of Injuries for
which the Patient receives Compensation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whenever any person shall employ
2 a physician or hospital to perform professional serv-
-3 ice or services of any nature, in the treatment of
4 or in connection with an injury and such injured
5 person shall claim damages from the party causing
6 the injury, such physician or hospital, as the case
7 may be, shall have a lien upon any sum awarded the
8 injured person in judgment or obtained by settle-
-9 ment or compromise on the amount due for the

10 reasonable value of services necessarily performed:
11 provided, that no such lien shall be valid against
12 any one coming under the workmen’s compensation
13 act. In order to prosecute such lien, it shall be neces-
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14 sary for such physician or hospital to serve a written
15 notice upon the person or corporation from whom
16 damages are claimed that such physician or hospi-
-17 tal claims a lien for such services, and stating therein
18 the amount due and the nature of such services;
19 provided, that whenever an action is pending in
20 court for the recovery of such damages, it shall be
21 sufficient to file the notice of such lien in the pending
22 action.

1 Section 2. The physician and hospital shall no-
-2 tify insurance company within five days that injured
3 person is being cared for.

1 Section 3. Said lien shall be applied in all cases,
2 but is not valid unless liability is accepted or proved
3 by action in court against the party causing the
4 injury or the insurance company which assumes
5 obligation for such party, or otherwise party caus-
-6 ing the accident assuming obligation for injury and
7 medical attention.

1 Section 4. An injured person receiving first aid
2 and treatment from physician or hospital, or both,
3 is responsible for bills for services rendered at all
4 times except where liability is proved against party
5 causing the injury, and such party or insurance
6 company paying all damages and medical expenses
7 incurred.

1 Section 5. In cases when an insurance company
2 representing the party causing the accident is will-
-3 ing for various reasons to pay a certain sum to an
4 injured person where liability is disproved; the phy-
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5 sician or hospital, or both, should be notified that
6 notwithstanding that there is no liability in the
7 case, the company is voluntarily paying injured per-
-8 son or persons a certain stipulated sum to release
9 insurance company from further liability, and in

10 such case injured person shall be held responsible
11 for all services rendered and neither physician nor
12 hospital can or may bring suit against insurance
13 company representing party wrongfully blamed for
14 accident.

1 Section 6. Injured persons receiving medical and
2 surgical attention from physicians and hospitals shall
3 be held liable and shall assume all responsibility for
4 such services rendered to them.

1 Section 7. (a) Physicians or hospitals, or both,
2 must at all times render reasonable bills for services
3 rendered, according to fee table in vogue in the
4 community where accident occurred and patient
5 treated.
6 (6) In case of a disagreement between patient
7 and physician or hospital, or both, occurs, the phy-
-8 sician or hospital, or both, may bring suit against
9 the patient and settlement be held up until differences
10 are straightened out in court or by settlement be-
-11 tween patient and physician or hospital, or both.

1 Section 8. When a case is taken up for settle-
-2 ment with party causing accident or his agent, an
3 insurance company, the bill presented by physician
4 or hospital, or both, to date, and probable final bill
5 shall be made a definite part of the lien on the case.
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1 Section 9. When an accident case is settled and
2 patient receives the amount decided upon by settle-
-3 ment in court or outside of court, the physician or
4 hospital, or both, shall at the same time be sent
5 or if present, paid the amount of bill for the serv-
-6 ices rendered.


