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By Messrs. Barry of Boston and McDonald of Chelsea, petition

of Arthur T, Lyman relative to disposition of unclaimed money and
property of former prisoners. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six

An Act providing for the Disposition of Unclaimed
Money and Property of Former Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Mr y1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven “of f the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section ninety-six, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, the two following new sections:
5 Section 96A. So much of any funds as represent
6 moneys belonging to, or deposited for the benefit of,
7 prisoners who have been discharged or have escaped
8 from any state penal or reformatory institution,
9 which shall have remained unclaimed for more than

10 ten years, shall be paid by the superintendent of such
11 state penal or reformatory institution to the state
12 treasurer to be held subject to be paid to the person
13 establishing a lawful right thereto, with interest at
14 the rate of three per cent per annum from the time

£l)e Commontuealtf) of a^assaclnisetts



HOUSE — No. 1120. [Jan.2

15 when it was so paid to the state treasurer to the
16 time when it is paid by him to such person; pro-
-17 vided, that so much of any moneys so paid to the
18 state treasurer as may be necessary to reimburse
19 the department for any sum due for the support of
20 the person by whom, or for whose benefit such money
21 was originally deposited, shall be credited to the
22 department for that purpose. After six years from
23 the date when any such moneys were paid to the
24 state treasurer the same or any balance thereof then
25 remaining in his hands may be used as a part of the
26 ordinary revenue of the commonwealth. Any per-
-27 son may, however, establish his claim after the ex-
-28 piration of the six years above mentioned and any
29 claim so established shall be paid from the ordinary
30 revenue of the commonwealth. Any person claim-
-31 mg a right to money deposited with the state treas-
-32 urer under this section may establish the same by a
33 petition to the probate court; provided, that in cases
34 where claims amount to less than fifty dollars, the
35 claims may be presented to the comptroller who
36 shall examine the same and allow and certify for
37 payment such as may be proved to his satisfaction.
38 Section 968. Property belonging to, or deposited
39 for the benefit of, former prisoners of any state penal
40 or reformatory institution, which shall have re-
-41 mained unclaimed for more than one year, shall be
42 disposed of as hereinafter provided, by the super-
-43 intendent of such state penal or reformatory insti-
-44 tution and a representative of the department desig-
-45 nated by it, acting as a special board for said pur-
-46 pose, but only if all known next of kin of the former
47 prisoner shall have been notified in writing by the
48 said superintendent. The board shall ascertain
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49 whether the property has any sale value, and, if so,
50 shall solicit from at least three reputable dealers in
51 like property offers for the purchase; thereof, and
52 shall sell the same to the dealer offering the highest
53 price. The proceeds of such sale shall be disposed
54 of as provided in section thirty-nine A. The board
55 may dispose of such of said property as, in its opinion,
56 has no sale value, or any of said property for which
57 no offer, solicited as aforesaid, has been received,
58 in such manner as it may deem proper. A complete
59 record of each transaction hereunder shall be made
60 and signed by both members of the board and filed
61 with the other records at the state penal or reforma-
-62 tory institution relating to the former prisoner whose
63 property shall have been disposed of as aforesaid.




