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By Mr. Driscoll of Fall River, petition of George F. Driscoll for
ation to authorize commitment of feeble minded juvenile de-

inquents to the Department of Mental Diseases. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act authorizing the Commitment of Feeble Minded
Juvenile Delinquents to the Department of Mental
Diseases.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section fifty-eight Aof chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen of the General Laws, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
4 by inserting after the word “department” in the ninth
5 line the words: —, or to the department of mental
6 diseases, —so as to read as follows: Section 58A.
7 Prior to the commitment, by way of final disposition
8 to any public institution or to the department, of a
9 child adjudged to be a delinquent child, the court shall

10 cause such child to receive thorough physical and
11 mental examinations, under rules and regulations pre-
-12 scribed by the commissioner of mental diseases. The
13 court shall cause copies of the reports showing the
14 results of such examinations and of the investigation
15 made by the probation officer to be forwarded to the
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16 superintendent of the institution to which such child
17 is committed or to the department, or to the depart-
-18 ment of mental diseases, as the case may be, with the
19 warrant of commitment.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out section sixty-six A, as so appearing, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 66A. If an alleged feeble minded person
6 is found, upon examination by a physician qualified
7 as provided by section fifty-three, or if an alleged
8 feeble minded juvenile delinquent is found, upon
9 the examination provided by section fifty-eight A

10 of chapter one hundred and nineteen, to be a proper
11 subject for commitment, the judge of probate for
12 the county in which such person resides or is found,
13 or the court having jurisdiction of such juvenile
14 delinquent, as the case may be, shall upon application
15 commit him to the custody or supervision of the de-
-16 partment. If he is committed to the custody or
17 supervision of the department, the department shall
18 thereafter have power, whenever advisable, to transfer
19 him to a state school for the feeble minded, or may,
20 provided he be over seventeen years of age, cause an
21 application to be made for his removal to a department
22 for defective delinquents, and such person may be so
23 removed in the manner provided by section one hun-
-24 dred and sixteen. If the alleged feeble minded person
25 is committed to the custody or supervision of the de-
-26 partment of mental diseases, the said department may
27 temporarily release him in the manner provided by,
28 and subject to the provisions of section eighty-eight,
29 or may discharge him under section eighty-nine.


