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By Mr, Herter of Boston, petition of William Sumner Appleton and
others for legislation to provide for preservation of ancient landmarks
and other property of historical or antiquarian interest through the
creation of a state antiquities commission. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act providing for Preservation of Ancient Landmarks
and Other Property of Historical or Antiquarian In-
terest through the Creation of a State Antiquities
Commission.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
-3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter nine of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by inserting at
3 the end thereof the following new section to read as
4 follows;

5 Section 20. There is hereby created within the
6 department of the state secretary, but not under his
7 jurisdiction, a state antiquities commission of five
8 members, hereinafter called the commission, consist-
-9 ing of the state secretary or a representative desig-
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10 nated by him from the personnel of his department,
11 the chairman of the state planning board, the chair-
-12 man of the art commission, and two members
13 appointed by the governor, with the advice and
14 consent of the council, who shall be designated in
15 their initial appointments to serve respectively for
16 one and two years, and one of whom shall be desig-
-17 nated by the governor as chairman. Upon the expi-
-18 ration of the term of office of an appointive member,
19 his successor shall be appointed in the manner afore-

-20 said to serve for three years. It shall be the function
21 and duty of the commission to ascertain what ancient
22 landmarks and other property within the common-
-23 wealth of especial historical or antiquarian interest
24 or value should be preserved or may be in danger of
25 destruction, alteration or removal; and to report to
26 the governor and to the general court, on or before
27 December first, of each year, and at such further
28 times as the commission may deem advisable, the
29 means by which, in its judgment, such landmarks
30 and property, or any thereof, may best be preserved
31 and maintained. The commission shall likewise co-
-32 operate with and advise the cities and towns, the
33 federal government and other agencies interested in
34 carrying out this same purpose. The commission
35 may expend each year for clerical and other expenses
36 a sum not to exceed five hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. The antiquities commission shall, prior
2 to December first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six,
3 submit to the governor and to the general court
4 recommendations as to regulations and other legis-
-5 lation appropriate further to effectuate the purposes
6 of Article LI of the articles of amendment to the
7 constitution and this act.


