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By Mr. Hamilton of Cambridge, petition of Thomas C. O’Brien
relative to holding of inquests in cases of deaths by violence or other-
wise. Judiciary (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relative to the Holding of Inquests in Case of
Deaths by Violence and Otherwise.

1 Section 1. Chapter thirty-eight of the General
2 Laws, Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out section eight and inserting in place thereof
4 the following;
5 Section 8. In any case of death by accident upon
6 a railroad, electric railroad, street railway, or railroad
7 for private use, the court or justice shall thereupon
8 hold an inquest, and shall give seasonable notice of
9 the time and place of the inquest to the department

10 of public utilities. In any case of death in which a
11 motor vehicle is involved, the court or justice may
12 thereupon hold an inquest, and shall give seasonable
13 notice of the time and place of the inquest to the de-
-14 partment of public works. All persons not required
15 by law to attend may be excluded from the inquest.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 The district attorney or any person designated by him
17 may attend the inquest and examine the witnesses,
18 who may be kept separate so that they cannot con-
-19 verse with each other until they have been examined.
20 The attorney general or the district attorney may,
21 notwithstanding the fact that no action has been
22 taken by the medical examiner under section six, or
23 that no notification that the death may have been
24 caused by the act or negligence of another has been
25 given to the court or justice under section seven, re-
-26 quire an inquest to be held in case of any death sup-
-27 posed to have been caused by external means.

1 Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
2 herewith are hereby repealed.


