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and inserting in place thereof the following section: — Section 109. A 
town or district officer may resign his office by filing a resignation thereof 
in the office of the town or district clerk, and such resignation shall be 
effective forthwith unless a time certain is specified therein when it shall 
take effect. Unless otherwise provided by general or special law, ordi
nance or by-law, a person need not, in order to accept appointment to 
a public office in a town or district, be a resident of such town or district; 
provided, however, that if an appointed town or district officer is re
quired to become a resident within a period of time specified at the time 
of his appointment by the board or officer making the appointment but 
fails to do so within the time specified, or if an elected or appointed town 
or district officer removes from the town or district in which he holds 
his office, he shall be deemed to have vacated his office. 

Approved February It, 1964-

Chap. 55. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE ORDER OF NAMES ON 

BALLOTS FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICE IN PRIMARIES, P R E 

LIMINARY ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. The seventh paragraph of section 34 of chapter 53 of the 
General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 272 of the acts of 
1962, is hereby further amended by striking out the second sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — On ballots at 
city and town primaries, and preliminary elections except where city 
charters provide otherwise, names of candidates for offices of which 
they are the elected incumbents, or the incumbents chosen by vote of 
the board of aldermen or city council in a city, or the incumbents chosen 
by joint convention of the board of aldermen or city council and school 
committee, shall be placed first in alphabetical order according to their 
surnames, to be followed by the names of all other candidates for such 
offices in alphabetical order. 

SECTION 2. The second paragraph of section 42 of chapter 54 of the 
General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as 
most recently amended by chapter 432 of the acts of 1953, and inserting 
in place thereof the following sentence: — Under the designation of the 
office, the names of candidates for each municipal elective office shall, 
except as city charters otherwise provide, be arranged alphabetically 
according to their surnames, except that names of candidates for re
election to any such office of which they are the elected incumbents or the 
incumbents chosen by vote of the board of aldermen or city council in 
a city, or the incumbents chosen by joint convention of the board of 
aldermen or city council and school committee, shall, except as provided in 
section thirty-three in places where voting machines are used, be placed 
first on the ballot in alphabetical order according to their surnames, 
next and in like order the names of candidates of political parties as 
defined in chapter fifty, and the names of all other candidates shall 
follow in like order. Approved February 12, 1964. 


