
By Mr. Thomas F. Coyne of Boston, petition of Thomas F. Coyne
that medical examiners be authorized to perform autopsies when neces-
sary to determine cause and manner of death. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act to extend to Medical Examiners the Right to
perform an Autopsy where Such Further Examination
is Necessary to Determine Cause and Manner of Death.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section six of chapter thirty-eight of
2 the General Laws, as amended, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in the seventh, eighth and
4 ninth lines, the words upon written authorization
5 of the district attorney, mayor or selectmen of the dis-
-6 trict, city or town where the body lies,” so as to
7 read as follows:-—Section 6. Medical examiners
8 shall make examinations upon the view of the dead
9 bodies of only such persons as are supposed to have

10 died by violence. If a medical examiner has notice
11 that there is within his county the body of such person,
12 he shall forthwith go to the place where the body lies
13 and take charge of the same; and if, on view thereof
14 and personal inquiry into the cause and manner of
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15 death, he considers a further examination necessary,
16 he shall make an autopsy in the presence of two or more
17 discreet persons, whose attendance he may compel by
18 subpoena. Before making such autopsy he shall call
19 the attention of the witnesses to the appearance and
20 position of the body. He shall then and there carefully
21 record every fact and circumstance tending to show
22 the condition of the body and the cause and manner
23 of death, with the names and addresses of said wit-
-24 nesses, which record he shall subscribe. If a medical
25 examiner or an associate examiner considers it neces-
-26 sary to have a physician present as a witness at an
27 autopsy, such physician shall receive a fee of five dol-
-28 lars. Other witnesses, except officers named in section
29 fifty of chapter two hundred and sixty-two, shall be
30 allowed two dollars each. A clerk may be employed
31 to reduce to writing the results of a medical examina-
-32 tion or autopsy, and shall receive two dollars a day.
33 The medical examiner may, if he considers it neces-
-34 sary, employ a chemist to aid in the examination of the
35 body or of substances supposed to have caused or
36 contributed to the death, and he shall receive such
37 compensation as the examiner certifies to be just and
38 reasonable.

1 Section 2. Section nineteen of said chapter thirty-
-2 eight, as amended, is hereby further amended by

3 striking out, in the fourth line, the words “, and shall
4 annex to his return the written authorization of the
5 autopsy.”, so as to read as follows: Section 19.
6 Every medical examiner shall return an account of the
7 expenses of each view or autopsy, including his fees,
8 to the commissioners of the county where held, or in
9 Suffolk county to the auditor of Boston. The com-
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10 missioners or auditor shall audit the same, and certify
11 to the county treasurer what items therein are just
12 and reasonable, and he shall pay the same to the per-
-13 son entitled thereto. No auditing officer shall certify
14 any fee for an autopsy until he has received from the
15 district attorney the certificate required by section
16 seven.




