
HOUSE 1369

By Mr. Neville of Cambridge, petition of Irvin M. Davis for legis-
lation to provide that insanity may be ground for annulment of
marriage. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act providing for the Granting of Annulment of
Marriage on the Ground of Insanity.

1 Section two of chapter two hundred and eight of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end
4 thereof the following:
5 An annulment may also be decreed if either party
6 has become insane and has been legally confined in
7 a hospital or institution for the insane for at least
8 five years next preceding the date of filing the libel;
9 providing, however, that such annulment shall not

10 affect the legitimacy of children; and provided further
11 that, before decreeing an annulment on the grounds
12 of insanity, the court shall inquire into the financial
13 condition of the spouse seeking such annulment and
14 shall make such provision for the care and mainte-
-15 nance of the insane spouse and minor children, if

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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16 any, and shall exact such security therefor, as the
17 court shall deem proper. No annulment shall be
18 decreed on the ground of insanity except after a
19 thorough examination of the alleged insane party by
20 three physicians who are recognized authorities on
21 mental disease, to be appointed by the court, all of
22 whom shall have certified that such party is insane,
23 and that such party’s restoration to sanity is not
24 probable.


